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Dance instructor Kenneth Roche, center, and assistant Angelica Fermaintt, left, both of Holyoke, teach salsa
moves to a dozen people, including Monica Ovalles, right, in the El Centro lobby of the Holyoke Community
College Campus Center as part of the college’s 75th anniversary celebrations on Thursday. Ovalles is an
academic counselor at the college. HCC is the commonwealth’s oldest community college, founded in
September 1946 as Holyoke Graduate School.

PIONEER VALLEY

Kestrel nears $5M preservation goal
Campaign to conserve
5,000 acres largest in
nonprofit’s 52-year history
By SCOTT MERZBACH
Staff Writer
AMHERST — A $5 million campaign for Kestrel Land Trust, aimed
at preserving 5,000 acres of land in
the region, including portions of
Mount Tom and the Mount Holyoke
Range, enhancing existing sites and
creating new trails, is nearing completion.
The land trust recently announced that its Promise to the Valley campaign, launched quietly in the
early stages of the pandemic, is

May 6, 2022 8:14 am (GMT -4:00)

GAZETTE FILE PHOTO/KEVIN GUTTING

This view to the north from Mount
Holyoke in Hadley includes
Rainbow Beach, foreground, in
Northampton and the town of
Hadley, center, nestled between
bends in the Connecticut River.
within $200,000 of the finish line to
achieve the largest private fundraising goal in Kestrel’s 52-year history.

“We’ve been thrilled and inspired
by the generosity of nearly 100 visionary members of the community who
have already committed $4.8 million
to invest in the future of the Valley,”
Executive Director Kristin DeBoer
said in a statement.
Kestrel’s hope is that by July the
final money will come in so its mission to protect forests and farmland
can continue, and that it can confront
both the climate crisis and development pressures, shown by the 24,000
acres of land lost in New England annually to projects.
Joel Russell, chairman of
Kestrel’s board and a professional
conservation attorney, observes that
many properties in the region could
SEE LAND TRUST A7
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