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Dance instructor Kenneth Roche, center, and assistant Angelica Fermaintt, left, both of Holyoke, teach salsa
moves to a dozen people, including Monica Ovalles, right, in the El Centro lobby of the Holyoke Community
College Campus Center as part of the college’s 75th anniversary celebrations on Thursday. Ovalles is an
academic counselor at the college. HCC is the commonwealth’s oldest community college, founded in
September 1946 as Holyoke Graduate School.

ANNIVERSARY DANCE

Teen remembered for character on, off field
BELCHER TOWN

By EMILY THURLOW
Staff Writer

BELCHERTOWN — A fundraiser
created to cover the funeral ex-
penses of Zachary Fraleigh, a high
school student-athlete who died in a
car crash on Monday, has reached its
$25,000 goal in less than 18 hours as
the school community, friends and
family mourn his loss.

Belchertown High School athletic

director Jennifer
Gouvin an-
nounced in an
email Tuesday
that all games,
matches and
meets would be
postponed while
students have
also created a
memorial around
Fraleigh’s park-
ing spot at the
high school, leaving notes, flowers
and mementos for their classmate,
who played on the soccer team.

Belchertown boys soccer coach

Zach Siano commended his team on
how they’ve handled the news of the
loss of their teammate, and encour-
aged them to wear their emotions on
their sleeve. Siano said he wasn’t
sure that he would have had the forti-
tude to make it to school that next
day to say goodbye to a friend.

“The fact that they were all there
and there for a friend is unbelievable
to see the unity in not just our team
but our school and our town,” he
said. “This is an extension of all of
us.”

Shortly after learning of

Zachary Fraleigh, 16,
died Monday in car crash
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Students at
Belcher town
High School
have created a
m e m o ri a l
around the
parking spot of
Zachar y
Fraleigh, a
junior who died
in a car crash
on Monday.
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By SCOTT MERZBACH
Staff Writer

AMHERST — A $5 million cam-
paign for Kestrel Land Trust, aimed
at preserving 5,000 acres of land in
the region, including portions of
Mount Tom and the Mount Holyoke
Range, enhancing existing sites and
creating new trails, is nearing com-
pletion.

The land trust recently an-
nounced that its Promise to the Val-
ley campaign, launched quietly in the
early stages of the pandemic, is

within $200,000 of the finish line to
achieve the largest private fundrais-
ing goal in Kestrel’s 52-year history.

“We ’ve been thrilled and inspired
by the generosity of nearly 100 vision-
ary members of the community who
have already committed $4.8 million
to invest in the future of the Valley,”
Executive Director Kristin DeBoer
said in a statement.

Ke s t r e l ’s hope is that by July the
final money will come in so its mis-
sion to protect forests and farmland
can continue, and that it can confront
both the climate crisis and develop-
ment pressures, shown by the 24,000
acres of land lost in New England an-
nually to projects.

Joel Russell, chairman of
Ke s t r e l ’s board and a professional
conservation attorney, observes that
many properties in the region could

Campaign to conserve
5,000 acres largest in

nonprof it’s 52-year history

Kestrel nears $5M preservation goal
PIONEER VALLEY

By EMILY THURLOW
Staff Writer

EASTHAMPTON — Access to
life-saving medication is now avail-
able in small, clear-colored boxes at
several public locations across the
c i t y.

Each box contains three nasal
spray doses of naloxone — more
commonly known by the brand
name of Narcan — which is a medi-
cation designed to reverse an opi-
oid overdose. Boxes are also
equipped with a rescue-breathing
mask, medical gloves and step-by-
step instructions.

The first box, labeled “Opioid
Rescue Kit,” was installed next to
the bathrooms on the first floor of
the Municipal Building on Monday

Overdose-reversal kits
available in public places

Opioid
re s c u e
b oxe s

i n s ta l l e d

E ASTHAMPTON
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This view to the north from Mount
Holyoke in Hadley includes
Rainbow Beach, foreground, in
Northampton and the town of
Hadley, center, nestled between
bends in the Connecticut River.

By SCOTT MERZBACH
Staff Writer

HATFIELD — The Planning
Board is seeking more information
about a proposed marijuana cultiva-
tor ’s possible impact on water and ex-
isting drainage systems, and the suf-
ficiency of its on-site security, before
issuing a special permit and site plan
approval for the 140A North Hatfield
Road site.

Considering the project before an
audience of more than 20 residents,
including several who object to the
first phase of growing 3.3 acres of
marijuana both outdoors and in
greenhouses on the 38-acre property,
planners on Wednesday delayed a de-
cision until their next meeting, June 1
at 6 p.m. at Town Hall.

For lead applicant Berne Smi-
arowski, whose family will own the

Water use, drainage
impacts among concerns

over 3.3-acre project

Planner s
delay pot
grow vote

H ATFIELD
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