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Hurd ‘23 of Ambherst, the Student Senate
president, will present the class gift; and
Liberal Arts major Luis Pinto-Jimenez
‘23 of Holyoke will offer a recognition
of student ornamentation.

For those who cannot attend
in person, HCC will stream the
Commencement ceremony live over the
Internet. The live stream will be avail-
able through a link on the main page
of the college website, www.hcc.edu,
where other details about this year’s
Commencement can also be found.

The ceremony will be American
Sign Language interpreted.

Bruseo earned his bachelor’s degree
in biology from Rutger’s University in
his home state of New Jersey before
going on for a master’s degree in wild-
life management from Frostburg State
University in Maryland and a Ph.D.
in biology from Bowling Green State
University in Ohio.

Along the way, and before coming
to HCC, he worked as a small mammal

biologist at Wildlife International and a
lab coordinator at Amherst College.

In a preview of his speech, Bruseo
shared that he had a rough start himself
in college.

“I always relate to students that,
in my first undergrad year, I ended up
withdrawing from my general bio course
because I was gonna fail it. I took it
again the next semester and got an A,”
he said. “So, I tell them, you try your
best. Not everyone is at the same point of
readiness. Learning is a building process.
You go step by step.”

“Particularly at a community col-
lege, there’s a wide diversity of learning
styles, students with outside commit-
ments,” he said. “You’re always juggling.
Everyone is in a different spot. Some
need more work. Others are a little more
self-sufficient, but, in the end, you kind
of get everybody going in the same direc-
tion.”

And on June 3, he will certainly be
getting everyone going in the same direc-
tion as he leads the procession into the
MassMutual Center for Commencement.



