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HCC, C3RN Launch

Cannabis Education Center |,

HOLYOKE — Holyoke Community
College (HCC) and the Cannabis
Community Care and Research Net-
work (C3RN) recently announced the
creation of the Cannabis Education
Center to provide education and train-
ing opportunities and other business
resources to individuals in the region
who want to work in the state’s newly
legalized cannabis industry. HCC and
C3RN are designated training partners
through the Massachusetts Cannabis
Control Commission’s Social Equity
Vendor Training program. The pro-
gram was designed to provide priority
access, training, and technical assis-
tance to those negatively impacted by
the drug war, The Cannabis Education
Center will be managed out of HCC's
Kittredge Center and provide academic
advising and workforce training, public
education events that highlight entre-
preneurship and workforce develop-
ment, entrepreneurship events for
those interested in joining the cannabis
industry as a startup company, and
social-equity training for applicants
qualified through the Massachusetts
Cannabis Control Commission’s Social
Equity Training program. More infor-
mation about these programs will be
posted soon on the Cannabis Educa-
tion Center's website, cannabiseduca-
tioncenter.org. The Cannabis Educa-
tion Center will also be running four
previously announced certificate pro-
grams for specific jobs in the cannabis
industry: cannabis culinary assistant,
cannabis retail/patient advocate, can-
nabis cultivation assistant, and can-
nabis extraction technician assistant,
The first of those programs, cannabis
culinary assistant, will begin on Jan.
11, 2020, at the HCC MGM Culinary
Arts Institute. Each certificate program
will consist of 96 hours of instruction,
half of which will be held on the HCC
campus with the other half conducted
through C3RN’s internship program
with participating dispensaries, culti-
vators, manufacturers, and ancillary
businesses. C3RN and HCC will also
be running five courses for the entre-
preneurship track in the Social Equity
Program starting Saturday, Nov. 23

at HCC'’s Picknelly Adult and Family
Education Center, 206 Maple St., Holy-
oke. The first two-session class, set for
Nov. 23-24 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., will
focus on business-plan creation and
development.




