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DERBY POST POSITIONS
Essential Quality is the 2-1 morning-line favorite and will start 
from the No. 14 post for Saturday’s 147th Kentucky Derby. Page B3

Few showers, afternoon 
thunderstorms. 
High: 76°; Low: 53°
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Proposal expands 
access to medical 
leave, child care
By Jim Kinney 

jkinney@repub.com

A proposal unveiled Tuesday 
by U.S. Rep. Richard E. Neal for 
universal paid family and medical 
leave, guaranteed access to child 
care and for the child-tax credit to 
be made permanent offers a path 
back from the lingering economic 
troubles of the coronavirus pan-
demic, the congressman said in 
an interview.

“I think that the pandemic 
alerted us to the new realities of 
workforce participation,” Neal, 
D-Springfield, said amid a nation-
al rollout of his proposal, called 
the Economy for Families Act. 
“At the same time we still have 
lost 8 million jobs that have not 
returned. Four million people who
were looking for work and are not 
looking for work.”

Neal’s plan was released a day 
before President Joe Biden’s ad-
dress to Congress tonight.

Elements of the proposal 
involving child care and support 
for those caring for sick fami-
ly members were designed to 
address a phenomenon reported 
by employers around the country: 
they’re hiring, but they’re not get-
ting the applicants they need.

Many have blamed extended 
unemployment benefits passed by
Congress through the CARES Act 
authored by Neal last year, which 
continued via the American Res-
cue Plan passed in March.

“I don’t agree with all of it. I 
suspect it might be some of it,” 
Neal, chairman of the House 
Committee on Ways and Means, 
said Tuesday when asked if more 
generous unemployment benefits 
were to blame. Those benefits 
will run out in September. He said 

WASHINGTON

Neal bill  
would aid
workers

By Laurie Loisel 

Special to The Republican

Hours after President Joe Biden’s inau-
guration, he told nearly 1,000 new White 
House staff and political appointees, “We 
work for the people.” This was a pandem-
ic-era ceremony in which faces appeared 
in small boxes on several large screens in 
the State Dining Room. 

Meghan Maury, a 2004 Holyoke Com-
munity College graduate, was among 
those whose faces graced the screens 
that day, taking an oath as senior adviser 

to the director of the U.S. Census Bureau. 
“It was very cool,” Maury said.
For many assuming coveted posts with 

the new administration, the day may 
have been a dream come true. For Maury, 
it represented something else entirely. 

“It was pretty shocking to me. As a 
person who is formerly homeless, who 
was a heroin addict, you just don’t expect 
to be recruited to work for the White 
House,” said Maury, who uses they/them 
pronouns. “It was surreal.” 

The last few weeks have been a busy 
time for Maury as the Census Bureau was 
preparing the first batch of new data from 
the 2020 Census. The first set, released 
Monday, provided state population totals 

HOLYOKE

Formerly homeless, HCC alum 
advising Biden’s Census Bureau

Above, Pam Laforte gets a balloon animal 
while participating in the “CARnival” Drive-
Through Parade. The parade featured clowns, 
carnival games, balloon animals and more, 
all enjoyed from the comfort of a car. At right, 
Eliana Gutierrez spins the prize wheel during 
the event. She made the ring master costume 
she is wearing. See more photos at MassLive.
com. (DON TREEGER / THE REPUBLICAN)

SPRINGFIELD

‘CARnival’ parade
Paradegoers have their photo taken during the “CARnival” 
Drive-Through Parade for Springfield seniors at the Raymond 
A. Jordan Senior Center. (DON TREEGER / THE REPUBLICAN)

Meghan Maury

UMass, Georgetown law degrees 
helped land White House position

“It’s not 
just the 
road we 
pave that 
gets us 
to work. 

It’s the child care that 
keeps us confidently 
at work.”

U.S. Rep. Richard E. Neal

Bars reopen May 29; 
fall fairs can resume
By Katie Lannan 

State House News Service

More than a year into the COVID-19 restrictions 
that have reshaped much of public life, Massachu-
setts now has a target date for when its business 
and capacity limits could be lifted: Aug. 1.

That date could come earlier depending on key 
public health metrics around vaccination, hospital-
izations and case counts, Gov. Charlie Baker said 
Tuesday as he detailed a suite of short- and lon-

ger-term updates to the state’s reopening timeline.
“The light at the end of the tunnel, thanks to the 

hard work of so many, is getting closer, and we can 
start to look ahead with real optimism for the path 
forward,” Baker said.

Effective Friday, Massachusetts will relax its 
outdoor mask mandate to require face coverings 
outside only when it is not possible to socially 
distance and when masks are otherwise required 
by sector-specific guidance. Masks will still be 
required at indoor public places, and at indoor and 
outdoor events.

Also Tuesday, the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention eased its guidelines on the 
wearing of masks outdoors, saying fully vaccinated 
Americans don’t need to cover their faces anymore 

unless they are in a big crowd of strangers.
In about two weeks, on May 10, large venues like 

stadiums can boost capacity from 12% to 25%, and 
amusement parks that submit safety plans to the 
state can reopen at 50% capacity. Road races and 
singing at indoor venues will be permitted with 
precautions in place.

More restrictions are set to ease Memorial Day 
weekend, and Baker’s office said those changes are 
“subject to public health and vaccination data.” On 
May 29, gathering limits are slated to increase to 
200 people indoors and 250 outdoors; street festi-
vals, parades and agricultural festivals can return 
at half-capacity; and bars, beer gardens, breweries, 
wineries and distilleries can reopen subject to the 

BOSTON

COVID restrictions’ days are numbered

SEE CENSUS, PAGE B2 SEE NEAL, PAGE A3

SEE COVID, PAGE A2

AMHERST

Poll finds split  
in attitudes 
about siege

Three months after the 
deadly insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol Building, a University 
of Massachusetts Amherst 
and WCVB poll released yes-
terday found that, although 
most Americans blame for-
mer President Donald Trump 
for the violence, Republicans 
are more likely to hold Demo-
crats responsible.

Full story on Page A3

 BOSTON

High schools 
get reopening 
deadline

Massachusetts education of-
ficials on Tuesday announced 
that school districts in the 
state will be required to offer 
five days a week of in-person 
learning at high schools by 
May 17.

This spring, as COVID-19 
health metrics have continued 
to improve, the state has been 
requiring districts to shift 
from using remote and hybrid 
learning models and go back 
to fully in-person learning. 

Full story on Page A6

SPRINGFIELD

City’s top assessor 
retires after 
nearly 39 years

Richard J. Allen, longtime 
chairman of the Board of As-
sessors in Springfield, retired 
recently, culminating nearly 
39 years of employment with 
the city.

Allen, of Springfield, retired 
effective April 21, according 
to the mayor’s office. A review 
is underway to fill Allen’s 
position.

Full story on Page B2
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that will be used to reappor-
tion seats in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

“I’m excited as a nerd, but 
I’m also excited as a big fan 
of democracy,” Maury said 
during a recent interview.

For now, with the pandemic 
requiring remote work, Maury 
has remained in Brooklyn, 
New York, with fiancée 
Rebecca Fox. But soon the 
couple expects to move to the 
D.C. area so Maury can report 
to the office at the U.S. Census 
Bureau in Suitland, Maryland. 

Seventeen years ago, Maury, 
now 42, graduated from 
Holyoke Community College 
with an associate degree in 
accounting. After that, Maury 
continued studies at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst for a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting, then the 
Isenberg School of Manage-
ment for a master’s degree 
in accounting, eventually 
earning a law degree from 
Georgetown University Law 
Center in 2013.

There was a time when 
Maury believed pretty much 
any level of higher education 
was simply out of reach. “I 
thought I’d blown it right after 
high school,” said Maury, who 
is originally from Connecticut 
but later lived in Springfield.

“I was a rough kid” — and 
just 14 when their mother 
died: “I didn’t know how to 
deal with it.” 

That trauma led to sub-
stance use, then a heroin 
addiction and a life of severe 
instability, living in shelters, 
in a car, on the streets. When 
Maury was 18, their partner 
overdosed and was revived 
by police who arrested them 
both. 

For Maury, that arrest 
resulted in a term of probation 
and a requirement to submit 
to drug screens. Maury admits 
to not liking the urine tests 
but acknowledges that those 
screens may have helped 
usher in their sobriety. 

Eventually, that sobriety led 
to enough stability to consider 
college. By then, Maury was 
living in Holyoke and had 
met other HCC students and 
graduates: “I realized maybe 
I could do it. It was affordable 
and right down the street — I 
had a criminal record, and 
they didn’t care.” 

Inspired by an aunt who 
was an accountant, Maury 
pursued a major in account-
ing. “That looks like a stable 
job,” Maury reasoned. But it 

was coursework unrelated to 
accounting that changed the 
direction of Maury’s life. 

Through an HCC Learn-
ing Community course that 
combined English and history 
— taught by professors Diane 
Beers and Deborah Fairman 
— Maury studied the history 
of the LGBTQ movement, so-
cial justice, advocacy and how 
social change movements 
work. “I had always thought I 
was terrible at history,” Maury 
said.

Turns out that wasn’t true, 
and the experience proved 
to be an awakening. “It just 
changed how I looked at the 
world,” said Maury. “It’s what 
made me pursue social justice 
activism.” 

In the class, Maury learned 
about icons of the LBGTQ 
movement, such as Urvashi 
Vaid, an activist and former 
executive director of the 
National LGBTQ Task Force, 

founded in 1973 and said to 
be the oldest LGBTQ rights 
organization in the U.S. 

In another class, English 
professor Kim Hicks intro-
duced “The Craft of Re-
search,” a standard college 
text on creating well-reasoned 
and researched papers that 
Maury still keeps handy. 
“It’s a tool I use all the time,” 
Maury said. 

Beers, Fairman and Hicks 
became role models, inspira-
tions and mentors. “All three 
invested in me as a person and 
as a student and it helped me 
feel like I had something to of-
fer,” Maury said. “It just gave 
me a feeling that not only was 
I a person who had things to 
say, but a person who I looked 
up to wanted to invest in me.”

Hicks, now dean of arts and 
humanities, recalls that Mau-
ry seemed to seek out ways 
to put academic pursuit into 
action — “to make it mean 

something.” She still remem-
bers Maury’s research paper, 
“Radical Action: A Necessary 
Reaction,” which examined 
the historical moments that 
produced the Black Panther 
Party, ACT-UP and the Envi-
ronmental Liberation Front, 
asserting that radical action 
is a viable form of dissent in 
response to what groups per-
ceive as a mortal threat. 

“The proposal for that paper 
seemed to be a blueprint 
for a life,” said Hicks. “That 
Meghan is now in a place of 
being able to influence policy 
and create policy on a national 
stage is just amazing and so 
inspiring to me.” 

After law school, Maury 
landed a job as policy director 
for the National LGBTQ Task 
Force, where they met people 
they’d studied about at HCC, 
including Vaid.

“One of the first meetings 
I went to she was running,” 
Maury said, chuckling at the 
memory. “Now I think of her 
as a friend and colleague.” 

During their time at the task 
force, Maury led a campaign 
to “queer the census,” initi-
ated because the lack of data 
about the LGBTQ community 
was a serious problem. In try-
ing to create policy that aimed 
at helping LBGTQ teens living 

on the streets, for example, 
policy makers would question 
the extent of the problem. 
When Maury offered person-
al experience as a concrete 
example, the response often 
was that they were an unusual 
case. 

“It ends up being really 
tough to do policy work 
without data,” Maury said. 
“When we had data showing 
that 40% of LGBTQ youth 

experience homelessness, 
it changed the tenor of the 
conversation.” 

Work like that captured 
the attention of the Biden 
transition team, which earned 
Maury a seat at the table as 
the administration consulted 
with advocates for various 
constituencies.

And then Maury was invited 
to apply for a position. At the 
very first interview, Maury 
disclosed their criminal record 
as a teenager, wanting to avoid 
wasting anyone’s time if that 
proved a deal-breaker. The re-
sponse was a huge relief: “The 
folks doing the interview said 
that is not a barrier.” 

As senior adviser to the Cen-
sus Bureau, Maury is a liaison 
to nonprofits, members of 
Congress and other stake-
holders, providing education 
about the work of the bureau 
to make what is complex and 
technical accessible to people 
who are not necessarily data 
experts. 

In August, September and 
beyond, more Census data 
will offer information about 
race, ethnicity and other 
demographics. Maury will 
pore over that data, analyzing 
it to see what it says about 
the population of the United 
States in an effort to improve 

the lives of people who are 
LGBTQ, BIPOC (Black, indig-
enous, people of color), low 
income, those with disabilities
and those who belong to other 
marginalized groups. 

“I never thought to have 
this dream, so I can’t quite say 
it fulfilled a dream,” Maury 
said. “But it feels amazing to 
be serving this community in 
this position where I can make
real change.”

Census
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

can exacerbate existing eye 
problems, as eyeglass and 
contact lens prescriptions for 
page reading may not work as 
well.

I suspect that myopia 
rates are increasing in other 
countries that don’t monitor 
eye health as closely as China 
does. It’s a particular issue 
for elementary-school-aged 
children, whose eyes may 
be especially susceptible to 
developing myopia. Myopia is 
more than an inconvenience: 
It can be costly to correct 
(requiring regular eye exams 
and glasses or contact lenses), 
and people with severe near-
sightedness are at higher risk 
for additional conditions such 
as retinal tears, cataracts and 
macular degeneration, which 
may threaten their eyesight 
altogether.

If uncorrected, myopia (or 
its cousin, farsightedness) 
can contribute to another eye 
problem directly related to 
screen time: computer vision 
syndrome, also known as 
digital eyestrain, marked by 
blurred vision, dry eyes and 
neck and shoulder pain. The 
more time you spend reading 
on a screen, the more at risk 
you are. Not surprisingly, the 
spike in screen time we have 
seen with covid-19 is accompa-
nied by reports of more digital 
eyestrain around the world. 
One survey by researchers in 
India found that 50% of chil-
dren taking online classes had 
digital eyestrain.

The good news: People can 
take easy steps to protect and 
heal their eyes. The 20-20-20 

rule – looking at least 20 feet 
in the distance for 20 seconds 
every 20 minutes spent on the 
screen – is key, and should be 
included as part of the curricu-
lum in online schooling. In Chi-
na, the Education Ministry has 
said electronics can make up 
no more than 30% of teaching 
time, and students can’t spend 
more than 20 minutes each day 
on electronic homework.

But here is the best advice: 
Go outside.

An analysis of 27 studies sug-
gests it is the combination of 
long screen time and less time 
outdoors that puts young chil-
dren at greatest risk of myopia. 
One study of first-graders in 
China (average age of 6) found 
that those who were given 40 
extra minutes of outdoor time 
at school were 9% less likely to 
develop myopia over the next 
three years.

Why? The outdoor envi-
ronment provides bright and 
full-spectral light, rich spatial 
patterns across a wide range of 
scales, and sharp images of dis-
tant objects – all of which may 
protect the eyes from myopia.

So if you’re worried about the 
effect of COVID-19 restrictions 
on children’s eyes, I say: Stop 
reading this, and send them 
outside.

Zhong-Lin Lu is chief sci-
entist, associate provost for 
sciences and co-director of 
the NYU-ECNU Institute of 
Brain and Cognitive Science 
at NYU Shanghai, as well as 
professor of neural science and 
psychology and Global Network 
professor at NYU. This article 
was produced with Knowable 
Magazine, a journalistic publi-
cation covering science and its 
emerging frontiers.

Strain
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Meghan Maury, a 2004 Holyoke Community College graduate, 
is now senior adviser to the U.S. Census Bureau.

“I never thought to have this dream, so I can’t 
quite say it fulfilled a dream. But it feels 
amazing to be serving this community in this 
position where I can make real change.”
Meghan Maury, HCC graduate, senior advisor, U.S. Census Bureau

By Peter Goonan 

pgoonan@repub.com

Richard J. Allen, longtime 
chairman of the Board of As-
sessors in Springfield, retired 
recently, culminating nearly 
39 years of employment with 
the city.

Allen, of Springfield, retired 
effective April 21, according to 
the mayor’s office.

His salary at the time of re-
tirement was $120,234 as the 
full-time department head in 
the Assessors’ Office. Prior to 
being chairman, Allen served 

as a mem-
ber of the 
three-mem-
ber Board of 
Assessors, 
among 
other city 
positions, 
the mayor’s 
office said.

“I am very 
appreciative of Richie’s long 
time dedicated efforts to our 
City,” Mayor Domenic J. Sarno 
said in a statement. “I wish 
him and his wife Kathy good 
health and luck in his much 
deserved retirement.”

Allen was first hired by the 
city on July 6, 1982.

Sarno said a review under-
way to fill Allen’s position.

All three assessors are full-
time city employees and are 
appointed by the chief admin-
istrative and financial officer 
with approval by the mayor, 
officials said. The chairman is 
chosen by vote of the board, 
said William Baker, the city’s 
communications director.

The other two city assessors 
are Matthew Fontaine and 
Patrick Greenhalgh.

The Assessor’s Department 
assesses real estate, personal 
property and motor vehicles 
for tax purposes, according to 
its website.

The department annually 
produces tax bills, with the as-
sistance of the departments of 
Information Technology and 
City Collectors, on approx-
imately 42,000 real estate 
parcels, 3,000 personal prop-
erty accounts and more than 
100,000 vehicles, the website 
states. Its main objective is “to 
establish assessed values that 
are accurate, fair and equita-
ble,” the site states.

SPRINGFIELD

City’s top 
assessor 
retires

Richard J. 
Allen
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 NBCSN NHL Live (N) Å NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Minnesota Wild. (N) (Live) Å NHL Hockey Colorado Avalanche at Vegas Golden Knights. (N) Å

 NESN Red Sox MLB Baseball Boston Red Sox at New York Mets. (N) (Live) Extra Red Sox NESN After Hours (N) C. Moore

 NICK Loud House Loud House Casagran Loud House Danger Danger Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å

 PARMT Two Men Two Men ››› “Casino” (1995, Crime Drama) Robert De Niro, Sharon Stone, Joe Pesci. ’ Å (:35) ››› “Scarface” (1983) Al Pacino. ’

 SYFY (5:25) ›› “Olympus Has Fallen” (2013) Gerard Butler. ›› “Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen” (2009) Shia LaBeouf, Megan Fox. Å ›› “Dracula Untold” (2014)

 TBS Family Guy Big Trick Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Full Frontal Conan Å Full Frontal

 TCM (5:45) ››› “That Hamilton Woman” (1941, Historical 
Drama) Vivien Leigh, Laurence Olivier. Å

››› “Them!” (1954, Science Fiction) 
James Whitmore, Edmund Gwenn. Å

(:45) ››› “Theodora Goes Wild” (1936) Irene Dunne. A 
small-town novelist falls for her worldly illustrator.

›››› “The 
Thin Man”

 TLC My 600-Lb. Life Angie enters a trying stretch. ’ My 600-Lb. Life (N) ’ Save My Skin (N) ’ Untold Stories of the E.R.

 TNT (5:00) ››› “Pacific Rim” (2013) Charlie Hunnam. All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (N) Å ONE on TNT IV (N) (Live) Å Zohan

 TOON Teen Titans Teen Titans Gumball Apple Burgers Burgers Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Rick, Morty Rick, Morty Family Guy Family Guy

 TRV Mysteries of the Unknown Å Mysteries of the Unknown (N) Å Beyond the Unknown (N) Beyond the Unknown Å

 TRUTV Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Foodies Foodies

 TVLAND Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Raymond Everybody Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King

 UNI Noticiero Noticiero La Rosa de Guadalupe Diseñando tu amor (N) Te acuerdas de mí (N) La hija del embajador (N) Noticiero Noticiero

 USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Queen of the South (N) Law & Order: SVU

 VH1 Lottery ›› “Tyler Perry’s Madea’s Big Happy Family” (2011) Tyler Perry. ››› “About Last Night” (2014) Kevin Hart, Michael Ealy. ’ Å Madea

 WE Law & Order “Jeopardy” Law & Order ’ Å Law & Order “Paranoia” Law & Order ’ Å Law & Order “Angel” ’ Law & Order ’ Å

 ENCORE (5:18) ›› “Bewitched” ’ (:04) ›› “Overboard” (1987) Goldie Hawn. Å ›› “John Carpenter’s Escape From L.A.” (:44) ››› “The First Wives Club” (1996)

 HBO “King Arthur: Legend” The Nevers “Exposure” The Nevers “Ignition” ’ ››› “61” (2001) Thomas Jane. ’ ‘NR’ Å (:15) Mare of Easttown

 HBO2 Mare of Easttown Å › “Cold Creek Manor” (2003) Dennis Quaid. ‘R’ Å The Nevers “Ignition” ’ Black Lady ›› “The High Note” (2020) ‘PG-13’ Å

 MAX (5:53) ››› “Harriet” (2019) Cynthia Erivo. ‘PG-13’ Å ››› “Die Hard 2” (1990) Bruce Willis. ’ ‘R’ Å (:05) ››› “The Bourne Legacy” (2012) Jeremy Renner.

 MAX2 (5:39) ›› “Last Christmas” (2019) Å (:22) ›› “Horrible Bosses” (2011) ‘R’ ›› “I Think I Love My Wife” (2007) ‘R’ (:34) ››› “Idlewild” (2006) ‘R’ Å

 SHOW “XXX: Union” ›› “Wyatt Earp” (1994) Kevin Costner. Portrait traces him from boy to lawman. ’ (:10) ›› “Lawless” (2012) Shia LaBeouf. ’ ‘R’ Å

 SHOW2 (:15) ››› “Cop Land” (1997) Sylvester Stallone. ‘R’ Å ››› “RoboCop” (1987) Peter Weller. ‘R’ (:45) ›› “RoboCop 2” (1990) Peter Weller. ’ ‘R’ Å › RoboCop 3

 TMC ››› “Lethal Weapon 3” (1992) Mel Gibson. ’ ‘R’ Å ›› “21 Bridges” (2019) ’ ‘R’ Å (:40) ››› “No Country for Old Men” (2007) ’ ‘R’ Å ›› Killer Elite


