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EDUCATION

LOCAL COLLEGES IN THE NEWS

At its 75th Commencement,
Holyoke Community
College honors classes of
2020, 2021 and 2022

SPRINGFIELD - Flanked by her fa-
vorite plush toys — Big Bird, Clifford
the Big Red Dog, and the Very Hungry
Caterpillar — early childhood education
professor Sheila Gould invoked the
late children’s author Eric Carle in her
message to new graduates of Holyoke
Community College.

“When reflecting on his book, The
Very Hungry Caterpillar and its illus-
trations, Eric Carle describes how the
story is one about hope,” said Gould,
the faculty speaker at HCC’s 75th An-
niversary Commencement. “For the
past two years, we have had to cling to
hope, and often dig for it. But you all
did more than hope. You worked to-
wards a goal and achieved it.”

On Sat., June 4, HCC celebrated
665 graduates from the Class of 2022,
as well as dozens more from the classes
of 2020 and 2021, which had been de-
nied in-person graduation ceremonies
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Even as the event at Springfield’s
MassMutual Center followed the same
script as previous ceremonies there,
the pandemic — as well as other global
events — loomed large in the remarks
of Commencement speakers.

“Our world has been affected on
so many levels, personally, profession-
ally, culturally, spiritually, and aca-
demically,” said President Christina
Royal. “And in the midst of it all, you
made the decision to get a college ed-
ucation. You persevered through the
most unpredictable circumstances and
decided to forge ahead.”

And now, she continued, “you
have something very certain — a col-
lege degree. Your education is de-
signed to prepare you for the world in
which you’re graduating.”

‘More Than Hope’
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the faculty address at HCC's 75th Anniversary Commencement on
Sat., June 4, at the MassMutual Center in Springfield.

HCC awarded a total of 691 asso-
ciate degrees and certificates to its Class
of 2022. Graduates range in age from
18 to 65 and hail from 66 different Mas-
sachusetts cities and towns as well as
the states of Connecticut, Vermont,
Florida, North Carolina, and South
Dakota, and the countries as far away
as Tanzania, Turkey, and Vietnam.

As recipient of the 2022 Elaine
Marieb Award for Teaching Excel-
lence, Gould, an associate professor of
Education from Chicopee, led the pro-
cession of graduates, faculty and staff
into the arena and gave the faculty ad-
dress. In her speech, Gould referenced
the Itsy Bitsy Spider and encouraged
graduates to follow the wisdom of Mr.
Rogers, represented on the podium in
the form of a bobblehead doll.

“According to Fred Rogers, my
other obsession, ‘The greatest gift you
can ever give is your authentic self,””
she said. “I know that to be true per-
sonally as a former HCC student and
now as a faculty member ... As you
make connections and expand your
web, please remember to lead with
love, lead with joy, lead with kindness,

and be brave enough to be your au-
thentic self and hold space for others
to do the same in your presence.”

Class speaker Yannelis Cruz
talked about the “irrational” stigma
many still attach to a community col-
lege education, and how, despite initial
self-doubt, HCC helped her gain the
confidence to pursue her associate de-
gree in biology in the hopes of one day
becoming a pediatric surgeon.

“I truly believe my experience
here was something I would not have
gotten from any other institution,” said
Cruz, who is from Springfield. “I am
proud to be a part of HCC and its di-
verse community. At times I felt
maybe college was not meant for me
or maybe I was not smart enough to
continue. And while I’ve had my fair
share of struggles, I stand before you
as the first woman in my family to
graduate college — and I will continue
my education after this.”

Cruz noted that, through HCC and
her work as student trustee, she had
learned to be an agent of social change.

“I realized at HCC that I could
make an impact in my community and
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family one day, to be active in social
movements that would change things
for the better,” she said. “And because
of HCC, I have a support system I
would never have thought I would
have, one that allows me to be of serv-
ice to others in my community, to help
make invisible people visible and to
give voice to the voiceless.”

In other highlights from HCC’s
75th Anniversary Commencement, the
college awarded its Distinguished
Service Award to Springfield entrepre-
neur Mychal Connolly, an HCC alum
from the class of 2004 and owner of
Stand Out Truck, a digital mobile bill-
board company. Liberal arts major
Deanna Bach ‘22 of Longmeadow, ac-
companying herself on the ukulele,
performed “Looking to the Future,” an
original song she wrote for the occa-
sion. Elena Ciampa ‘22 of Florence
also performed an original song, “Bust
it Out,” she sang with the HCC jazz
combo. Carolyn Sicbaldi ‘22 of South
Hadley presented the class gift, a flow-
ering dogwood tree with a plaque at its
base that also recognizes the classes of
2020 and 2021. =




