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By ELLA ADAMS
For the Recorder

GREENFIELD — Dr. Yves Sa-
lomon-Fernández, president of
Greenfield Community College, told
graduates that in times of crisis, the
best of our humanity blossoms.

Salomon-Fernández congratu-
lated the Class of 2021, Class of 2020,
and dual enrollment students at
GCC’s outdoors, in-person com-
mencement ceremony Saturday. Also
livestreamed online, the ceremony,
which began at noon, featured stu-
dent and faculty speakers, and high-
lighted the work graduates have ac-
complished even when faced with a
global pandemic.

“Above all, you excelled,” Sa -
lomon-Fernández said, expressing
her excitement for the Class of 2021
and acknowledging that graduates
have gone above and beyond despite
the overwhelming mental toll and
loss that resulted from the COVID-19
pandemic.

“The world awaits your leader-
ship, your compassion, your smarts,”
she continued, calling graduates to
reflect on the ways they have been
made stronger by facing adversity,
especially in the last 15 months.

Salomon-Fernández introduced
student speaker Avery Gray David-
son Carroll to the stage. Davidson
Carroll is a marathon runner and or-
ganizer, among other things, and is
one of 2021’s 29 Who Shine — an
award given to 29 of Massachusetts’
most stellar student graduates from
higher public education who show
academic excellence and significant
leadership potential.

“Greenfield Community College
saved my life,” Davidson Carroll be-
gan, exploring with the audience
their journey from their first, uncer-
tain GCC class to their profound
growth and love for the community
as a now-graduate.

“GCC gave me a community that

not only accepted, but supported me
in my journey toward embracing my-
self,” Davidson Carroll said, thanking
the gender studies department and
dance studio for welcoming them
into spaces where they were able to
explore their identity further. Even in
isolation, Davidson Carroll explained
the “well of support” they experi-
enced from peers, faculty and staff,
and the resilience they have seen
even in the most challenging of
times.

“There is a lot of pain and a lot of
fear in the world right now. I know
you all have felt it, but when I look
around at this community, I am filled
not with fear and not with despair,
but with a profound sense of joy and
of hope,” Davidson Carroll said.

“Hope in what can be done when
we take a moment to pause and lis-
ten to one another, and joy in what
happens when we do. Because in
that act of listening, we build bridges
that reach across our divides that
find points of unity, and in so doing,
we can grow our collective circle of

experience, to a point where we can
all stand, accepted, within it,” David -
son Carroll continued. “This is the
kind of community that GCC inspires
and I am so grateful that I will for-
ever be able to call myself a part of
it.”

Davidson Carroll’s speech was fol-
lowed by a statement confirming the
students’ graduation, read by Board
of Trustees Chair Robert Cohn. GCC
Chief Learning Officer Mary Ellen
Fydenkevez then presented gradu-
ates on stage as they received their
letters from, and took pictures with
President Salomon-Fernández.

A graduate of GCC himself, Cohn
reflected briefly on how valuable he
believes a GCC education to be.

“A lot of us come in here lacking
confidence, not sure what we want
to do, or where we want to go, or
what we want to be, and this place
gives direction,” he said. “I want
you to know that whatever you do,
wherever you go, just remember
you can do it. You’ve proven you can
do it.”
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Graduate Jamie Phisterer is picked up by John Herron for a photo after the 58th commencement of Greenfield
Community College on Saturday afternoon in Greenfield.

By LILY REAVIS
For the Gazette

HOLYOKE — Tugce Kuruca left
her single mother and everything
she knew in Istanbul, Turkey in 2016,
following her dreams of becoming a
lawyer and judge in the United
States. On Saturday, she graduated
with honors and an associate degree
from Holyoke Community College,
joining the rest of the classes of 2020
and 2021 in a dual virtual commence-
ment ceremony.

The graduation honored 703 stu-
dents from the class of 2020 and 767
from the class of 2021, with students
and family members tuning in from
across the globe. Almost all HCC
classes were taught remotely this
year, with graduates from the two
classes representing 35 different
countries, according to the college.

Students and faculty spoke with
pride about the difficulties students
overcame during their time at HCC.
Kuruca, the class of 2021 student or-
ator, told her story of immigration
and education to the virtual audi-
ence of hundreds. “Suddenly, I was
in the United States, and I was start-
ing American high school as a senior
with no English whatsoever,” she
said, remembering her first experi-
ences in the U.S. five years ago.

The transition was painful and dif-
ficult. Kuruca, of Chicopee, said that
she felt lost without her mother and
spent every day studying and crying.
She said that she thought about leav-
ing school and going home many
times.

Then she enrolled in HCC’s En-
glish as a Second Language Pro-
gram, where she has spent the past
two years. Through the program,
she met and bonded with other stu-
dents and explored her passion for
human rights. Despite the struggles
and hardship she faced as a first-
generation and immigrant student,
Kuruca said that she learned skills
in leadership and confidence at HCC
that she wouldn’t have formed else-
where.

“I wish HCC was a four-year
school,” Kuruca told the audience
Saturday. “As a student, I consider
HCC to be my home, and I know it is
home to many others.”

Kuruca graduated with honors,
having served as a member of the
Student Senate, Green Key Honor
Society, Pathways Program and
TRIO Support Student Society. Her
story was just one of many that were
shared during HCC’s graduation
ceremony Saturday morning.

In her opening speech, HCC Pres-
ident Christina Royal extended con-
gratulations to one member each of
the class of 2020 and 2021, sharing
their stories of resilience with the
audience.

Alexandra Santiago, a 2021 gradu-
ate, moved to Massachusetts from
Puerto Rico with her family after
Hurricane Maria struck in 2017. On
Saturday, Santiago became the first
student to graduate from HCC with
an associate degree in Latinx stud-
ies.

“Getting involved in college pro-

grams, leadership opportunities and
volunteering in her community
helped Alexandra overcome feelings
of hopelessness and uncertainty,”
Royal said during her speech.

Royal also congratulated 2020
graduate Samary Ramos, a first-gen-
eration student and mother of two
who originally left school in eighth
grade.

“The 36-year-old Springfield resi-
dent completed her studies at HCC
last spring, earning high honors and
her associate’s degree in visual
arts,” she said.

The speeches were interspersed
with artistic performances from
members of the graduating classes.
The college chorale performed a
Zoom rendition of “Oceans and
Stars” by Amy Bonin and directed by
faculty member Ellen Cogen, who
told the graduates to “cross many
oceans and reach for the stars” dur-
ing the ceremony. Class of 2021 grad-
uate Chan Collins performed Bach’s
Suite No. 1 Prelude on the cello.

Raúl Gutiérrez, an associate pro-
fessor of Latinx studies and Spanish
at HCC, shared his own story of im-
migration and academia. He ex-
plained that he came to the U.S. as
an 11-year-old and that his greatest
lessons were learned from his
g r a n d m o t h e r.

“Mi guelita María would always
end our conversations with ‘pórtate
bien,’ which roughly translates to
‘behave well,’” Gutiérrez said.

He urged the new graduates to
enter the world with kindness and
empathy, forging new commitments
to social understanding and change.
“To ‘behave well’ is to know that in
life, there are causes, and people
come and go, but the causes stay,”
he added.

After a video of congratulations
from the different HCC departments
played, HCC Board of Trustees
Chairman Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., offi-
cially announced the classes’ 15 vale-
dictorians, all of whom earned at
least 30 credits and completed their
academic programs while maintain-
ing a perfect 4.0 grade point average.
Annmarie Arduino, Lauren Bailey,
Abigail Brown, Robert Datz, Jaymie
Hession, Nicole Lehreld-Schlueter,
Ryan Kokoski, Aundrea Marschoun,
Vanessa Oquendo, Emilia Selyukova,
Nu Bao Han Ton, Kristen Tzambaza-
kis, Melina Tzambazakis, Rosa Tae
Kyung Ueon and Zadia Valenze all
graduated as HCC valedictorians.

College fetes 15 valedictorians

HCC honors 1,470
students from 2 classes

in online ceremony
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C ollege’s class of 2021.
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Graduate Sarah Coughlin is greeted by 2-year-old Thatcher after
receiving her diploma during the 58th commencement ceremony of
Greenfield Community College on Saturday afternoon in Greenfield.

AREA NEWS
Look Park’s Fourth
of July celebration

postponed to next year
NORTHAMPTON — The

Northampton Family Fourth Cele-
bration, which was scheduled for
June 26, at Look Park, has been
rescheduled to next year on June 25,
2022. Organizers said they were un-
able to safely put on this event at
this time. For more information and/
or updates, visit w w w. n o r t h a m p t o n -
familyfourth.com.

 

Holyoke veterans’
transportation program

HOLYOKE — Holyoke Veterans’
Services is providing transportation
for income eligible, elderly, or dis-
abled Holyoke veterans. The trans-
portation service began Monday and
may last for up to six months, the
city department recently an-
nounced. Transportation may be of-

fered, but not limited to the follow-
ing: medical appointments where
public transportation was avoided
due to COVID-19 vulnerabilities;
COVID-19 testing; and COVID-19
vaccination appointments. For more
information or to make an appoint-
ment, call 413-322-5630.

 

Jones Library in
Amherst announced

phased reopening
AMHERST — Jones Library will

begin reopening its building begin-
ning on Monday, June 14. Initial
hours will be Monday through Satur-
day, from 1 to 5 p.m. The Munson
Memorial and North Amherst Li-
braries will continue to offer outdoor
holds pick-up only.

As of June 14, patrons will be able
to browse the library’s collections;
pick up holds; get a library card; use
a computer; use copying, scanning,
and printing services; hold ESL tu-

toring sessions; and visit the Special
Collections Department by appoint-
ment.

The library will not offer seating,
newspapers, in-person programs,
meeting room use, or technology as-
sistance. The library said it will add
these services in a future phase of
the reopening plan.

During library visits, patrons are
asked to wear a mask to cover
mouth and nose; to maintain six feet
of distance from others; to limit each
visit to 30 minutes; and to observe
posted room capacity limits. For
more details, visit w w w. j o n e s l i -
brar y.org/open.

COVID hospitalizations
drop below 200

By KATIE LANNAN
State House News Service

Since Friday, the number of hos-
pitalized COVID-19 patients in
Massachusetts has been below 200,
the first time it’s fallen beneath
that threshold since September
2020.

As of Sunday’s report from the
Department of Public Health, 178
people with COVID-19 were hospi-
talized in Massachusetts, down
from 236 a week earlier. Of those
178, 64 were in intensive care.

Public health officials reported
126 new cases of COVID-19 on Sun-
day and 216 on Saturday, bringing
the state’s total caseload to 662,154
since February of 2020. The report
of four recent deaths linked to con-
firmed COVID-19 cases on each
Saturday and Sunday raises the fa-
tality count here to 17,548, or 17,911
with the deaths of 363 people with

probable cases added in.
The state’s seven-day average

positive test rate stands at 0.53% as
of June 5, down from 1.43% on May
5 and 8.11% on Jan. 5.

The ongoing decline in the posi-
tivity rate comes as vaccination
numbers continue to increase. As
of Sunday afternoon, the DPH said
that more than 4.26 million people
in Massachusetts have received at
least a first dose of the Moderna or
Pfizer vaccines, and another
257,288 people have gotten the sin-
gle-dose Johnson and Johnson vac-
cine.

A total of 3,835,277 have gotten
the necessary shots to be fully vac-
cinated against COVID-19.

Of the more than 9.33 million
vaccine doses shipped to Mas-
sachusetts by the federal govern-
ment, about 86.7% have gone into
people’s arms, according to the
DPH.


