HCC C3RN Launch State’s First Cannabis Educauon Center

HOLYOKE, MA - Holyoke Com-
munity College and the Cannabis
Community Care and Research Net-
work (C3RN) recently announced the
creation of the Cannabis Education
Center to provide education and
training opportunities and other busi-
ness resources to individuals in the
region who want to work in the
state’s newly legalized cannabis in-
dustry.

“The emerging cannabis indus-
try in Western Massachusetts will
spur investment, economic growth
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and job creation in the Pioneer Val-
ley,” said Jeff Hayden, HCC’s vice
president of Business and Commu-
nity Services. “The purpose of the
Cannabis Education Center is to cre-
ate an innovative learning space for
those interested in joining the
cannabis workforce as an employee
or entrepreneur.”

Launch of the Cannabis Educa-
tion Center was announced on Mon-
day, Oct. 21, at the “Emerging
Cannabis Industry” forum, panel dis-
cussion and networking event HCC
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and C3RN hosted at the Kittredge
Center for Business and Workforce
Development.

The forum included data shar-
ing, networking and a panel discus-
sion featuring key figures in the
region’s cannabis industry: Mark Za-
tryka, chief executive officer of
INSA; Meg Sanders, chief executive
officer of Canna Provisions; Tessa
Murphy-Romboletti, executive direc-
tor of SPARK EforAll Holyoke; and
Dan McCarthy, director of Commu-
nication and Content, Cannapreneur
Partners. The discussion was moder-
ated by Kate Phillips, director of Ed-
ucation for C3RN.

HCC and C3RN are designated
training partners through the Massa-
chusetts Cannabis Control Commis-
sion’s Social Equity Vendor Training
program. The program was designed
to provide priority access, training,
and technical assistance to those neg-
atively impacted by the drug war.

The Cannabis Education Center
will be managed out of HCC’s Kit-
tredge Center and provide the follow-
ing resources:

® Academic advising and workforce
training;

e Public education events that high-
light workforce development and
entrepreneurship;

e Entrepreneurship events for those
interested in joining the cannabis
industry as a startup company;

e Social equity training for appli-
cants qualified through the Mas-

sachusetts Cannabis Control
Commission’s Social Equity
Training program.

More information about these
programs will be posted soon on the
Cannabis Education Center’s web-
site: cannabiseducationcenter.org

The Cannabis Education Center
will also be running four previously
announced certificate programs for
specific jobs in the cannabis industry:
Cannabis  Culinary  Assistant,
Cannabis Retail/Patient Advocate,
Cannabis Cultivation Assistant,
Cannabis Extraction Technician As-
sistant.

The first of those programs,
Cannabis Culinary Assistant, will
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begin on Jan. 11, 2020, at the HCC
MGM Culinary Arts Institute. Regis-
tration and scholarship information
will be released on the Cannabis Ed-
ucation Center website on Nov. 1,
2019.

C3RN and HCC will also be
running five courses for the entrepre-
neurship track in the Social Equity
Program starting November 23, 2019,
at HCC’s Picknelly Adult and Family
Education Center, 206 Maple St.,

Holyoke. The first, two session class,
Nov. 23-24, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., will
focus on business plan creation and
development. The Social Equity
Training Program is designed to pro-
vide training and technical assistance
to those negatively impacted by the
drug war.

Information about scholarships
will be posted soon on the Cannabis
Education Center website. ®




