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The HCC Kittredge Center for Business and Workforce Devel-

opment will host a presentation, “The Emerging Cannabis In-
dustry in Western Mass,” on Oct. 21 from 6 to 9 p.m. The event
is free and open to anyone who is or wants to get involved in
the cannabis industry in Western Massachuseits.

HOLYOKE

HCC event focuses
on emerging
cannabis industry

Holyoke Community
College and its social equity
vending partner, Cannabis
Community Care and Re-
search Network, have sched-
uled the first of what both
organizations expect to be
an ongoing series of educa-
tional and networking events
designed to spur investment,
economic growth and job cre-
ation in the nascent cannabis
industry in Western Massa-
chusetts.

“The Emerging Cannabis
Industry in Western Mass”
will be held on Oct. 21 from
6 to 9 p.m. in the Peoples-
Bank conference room at the
college’s Kittredge Center for
Business and Workforce De-
velopment, 303 Homestead
Ave.

The event will include da-
ta-sharing and a panel discus-
sion featuring key figures in
the region’s cannabis industry.

The event is free and open
to the public.

“The legalization of canna-
bis is often discussed in the
context of social equity and
justice,” said Jeff Hayden,
the college’s vice president of
business and community ser-
vices. “This panel will discuss
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Event: “The Emerging Can-
nabis Industry in Western
Mass"

When: Oct. 21, 6-9 p.m.
Where: PeoplesBank
Conference Room, HCC
Kittredge Center for
Business and Workforce
Development, 303 Home-
stead Ave.

Cost: Free and open to the
public

For more info: Online, hee.
edu

this new to Massachusetts
Industry as a way to stimulate
private investment, promote
job creation and increase tax
revenue growth for munic-
ipalities and the common-
wealth. This is truly a promis-
ing economic and workforce
development opportunity for
the Pioneer Valley.”

Panelists will include: Mark
Zatryka, chief executive
officer of INSA; Meg Sand-
ers, chief executive officer of
Canna Provisions; Marcos
Marrero, Holyoke’s director
of planning and economic
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development; and Tessa Mur-
phy-Romboletti, executive
director of SPARK EforAll
Holyoke. The discussion will
be moderated by Kate Phil-
lips, director of Education for
Cannabis Community Care.
In August, the two organi-

zations announced a canna-
bis workforce training initia-
tive that will begin this winter
with a cannabis culinary
assistant program at the HCC
MGM Culinary Arts Institute,
with other training programs
to follow in spring.

“The growing cannabis
industry in Massachusetts
provides a great opportu-
nity to engage the industry,

innovators, and academics
in high-quality workforce
and entrepreneurial train-
ing locally,” said Marion
McNabb, CEO of Cannabis
Community Care. “(We) are
excited to be social equity
training partners and ven-
dors to drive innovation in
education for the cannabis
and hemp industries in Mas-
sachusetts.”




