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AREA PROPERTY DEED TRANSFERS
AMHERS T
Geoffrey M. Zucker and Donna M.

Zucker to Andrew K. Leinung and Er-
ica S. Drennan, 260 Amity St.,
$ 7 0 8, 8 9 5

Gail C Whitlock RET and Gail C.
Whitlock Tr to Gabija Revis and Eliza-
beth Kaminsky, 68 Country Corners
Road, $569,900

Donald Weber and Barbara We-
bar to Michael R. Ising and Marianna
Lopes, 227 Heatherstone Road,
$ 4 5 5, 0 0 0

Dongliang Guo to Dan Wang and
Ying Wang, 51 Jeffrey Lane,
$ 3 4 0, 0 0 0

Joseph R. Polino and Maria T.
Polino to Adam G. Hinds and Alicia J.
Christoff, 762 N. East St., $690,000

Ediberto A. Manalang and
Rhodeca J. Omanalang to Allison B.
Henry and Jonathan Henry, 6 Win-
ston Court, Unit 6, $250,000

BELCHER TOWN
John R. Norden III and Saundra L.

Norden to Barbara J. Gilbert and
Michael J. Gilbert, 93 Clark St.,
$ 3 5 0, 0 0 0

Michael R. Tarleton to Brian A.
Bensch and Janet A. Bensch, Cot-
tage Street, $8,000

Quabbin Village LLC to Btown
Prop Holdings LLC, 29 Federal St.,
$ 1, 1 0 0, 0 0 0

James N. Hayward to Robert Wo-
jtczak, 67 Pondview Circle, $55,000

James A. Mckimmie to Joseph
Vicinanza and Marie Vicinanza, 120
Sabin St., $414,999

E ASTHAMPTON
Bruce D. Campbell and Donna M.

Campbell to Matthew R. Scranton
and Megan N. Scranton, 27 Pomeroy
St., $362,000

John C. Barnes Jr. to Dylan
Wetherlad and Alanna Salzman, 34
Torrey St., $262,500

GR ANBY
Thaddeus J. Pula and Linda K.

Pula to Parinita Abbott, 11 Deer-
brook Dr., $440,000

HADLE Y
Theodore R. Mieczkowski to Tuck-

man LLC, 34 Lawrence Plain Road,
$ 8 0 0, 0 0 0

Theodore R. Mieczkowski to Tuck-
man LLC, 36 Lawrence Plain Road,
$ 8 0 0, 0 0 0

Henry Whitlock to Jeremy D. Ober,
67 Stockbridge St., $425,000

H ATFIELD
Michael D. Waltrip to Joshua C.

Goldman and Elizabeth Stevens-
Perry, 73 Main St., $565,000

HOLYOK E
Barbara J. Desmarais to Mar-

tinelli Martini&Gall, 77 Brookline
Ave., $120,000

Prew LLC to Pru Holyoke MA LLC,
276 High St., $475,000

BRE Development LLC to Holyoke
Landing LLC, Holyoke Road, Lot B,
$ 2, 7 5 0, 0 0 0

FNMA to Alycar Properties LLC,
57 Linden St., $49,995

Yahaira Bermudez to Dugagjin
Shala and Blerina Shala, 20 Magno-
lia Ave., $148,000

14c Maple Crest Circle and
Nicholas P. Boccio Tr to Esther H.
Glovacki, 14 Maple Crest Circle, Unit
C, $149,900

HSBC Bank USA NA to Salim Ab-
doo, 284 Maple St., $90,000

Candice J. Michaelsen to Kristin
M. Fontaine, 1 Meadow St.,
$ 1 3 6, 0 0 0

MIDDLE FIELD
Burmer FT and Ronny Burmer Tr

to Nichole Strange and Charles
Strange, 140 Arthur Pease Road,
$ 3 8 0, 0 0 0

NORTHAMP TON
Patrick J. Mackey to 5 Rivers Inc.,

80 Damon Road, Unit 1207,
$ 1 6 9, 5 0 0

Andrew S. Pelis Sr. and Justin M.
Pelis to Ryan M. Pelis and Bridget E.
Pelis, 14 Ferry Ave., $230,000

Pre-Cast Properties LLC to Hay-

denville Road LLC, 574 Haydenville
Road, $500,000

Columns At Rockwell Pl to Stan
Pressner and Margaret Gerrity, 30
Village Hill Road, Unit 205,
$ 2 7 4, 0 0 0

Ian D. Premo and Melissa D.
Premo to Thomas Cummings and Pa-
tricia F. Cummings, 1093 West-
hampton Road, $163,000

SOUTH HADLEY
Paul R. Gallagher to Laura J. Mor-

rissette, 36 Charon Terrace,
$ 2 5 0, 0 0 0

Swenson Roger J Est and Glenn
A. Smith to Patriot Living LLC, 22
Midway St., $125,000

Aleksandr Verbetsky to Mary D.
Lambert and Paige Hermansen, 8
Ralph Ave., $300,000

Landry Lynn A Est and Erica
Napolitano to Thaddeus J. Pula &
Linda K. Pula, 134 Stony Brook Vil-
lage, Unit 134, $400,000

Britall 1987 LLC to Antonio
Turner, 14 W. Summit St., $290,000

SOUTHAMP TON
James W. Berniche and Beverly F.

Berniche to Kevin Kraus and Jacque-
line Kraus, 78 Fomer Road,
$ 1 3 5, 0 0 0

Lawrence B. Roberts and
Katharine M. Roberts to Robert J.
Tilbe and Sharon Tilbe, 101 Gunn

Road, $420,000

WA R E
Ellsworth H. Baker to Blake

Lamothe, 28 Bacon Road,
$ 1 0 2, 0 0 0

Chad Drigo to Felix Rosa, 4 East
St., $249,900

Derek A. Ouimette to Gm Proper-
ties LLC, 199 Monson Turnpike Road,
$ 1 4 2, 1 0 0

Trinity Epis Church War to Troy A.
Thomas, 20 Parker St., $226,000

Roxan J. Allen to Joseph Leaming,
104 W. Main St., $72,500

Franklin County
A SHFIELD
Scott R. Hodges to Yongqiang Lin

and Jacky K. D. Shi, 620 West Road/
West Road, $80,000

Elizabeth D. Castro to Jennifer
Depiero and Roy Nilson, 229 Norton
Hill Road, $450,000

Johanne Andersen, “ak a” Jo-
hanna Andersen Pratt “ak a” Johanne
Andersen Pratt to Johanne Andersen
Pratt Irrevocable Trust, Johanne An-
dersen Pratt, Trustee, 1739 Hawley
Road, $1

CON WAY
Julia Millay and Scot Millay to

Christopher Ross Waldo, Roaring
Brook Road, $155,000

DEERFIELD
Joseph J. Butz and Kimberly P.

Butz to Donna Jean Campbell, 6C
Adams Court, Unit 30, Commons of
Deerfield, $239,000

RomaJean I. Willmann to Will-
mann 2021 Revocable Trust, Roma-
Jean I. Willmann, Trustee, 12 Stage
Road, $1

Ragus LLC to Barbara J. Stahelski
and Mark D. Stahelski, 4B Gray Lock
Lane, Unit 31B, Sugarloaf Condo.
$ 3 8 9, 9 0 0

Ragus LLC to James K. Edzwald
and Joan C. Edzwald, 4A Gray Lock
Lane, Unit 31A Sugarloaf Condo,
$ 3 2 4, 9 0 0

LEVERET T
Harold S. Ricker by Atty, Judith H.

Ricker Attorney & Individually to
Ricker Family Trust, Judith H. Ricker,
Trustee, 36 Amherst Road, $1

Angela M. Roberts and Randall E.
Roberts Jr. to Randall E. Roberts and
Terrilyn S. Roberts, Hemenway Road,
$1

Randall E. Roberts and Terrilyn S.
Roberts to Angela M. Roberts and
Randall E. Roberts Jr., Hemenway
Road, $1

WH ATELY
37 Christian Lane Realty Trust,

Jason S. Brooks, Trustee to Eileen
McGann and Frank Robert Pop-
kiewicz, 37 Christian Lane,
$ 4 1 5, 0 0 0

MAKING
N EWS

House earmarks $50K
for new manufacturing

program at HCC
HOLYOKE — A new manufactur-

ing and training program at
Holyoke Community College has re-
ceived a $50,000 earmark in the
House’s fiscal 2022 budget.

“Holyoke employers need a
trained workforce and Holyoke con-
stituents need career-track jobs,”
Rep. Patricia Duffy, D-Holyoke said.
“I’m thrilled to see these local as-
sets of our population and our his-
torical manufacturing base come to-
gether and build on each other.”

According to labor and workforce
date, 9.7% of jobs in Holyoke are in
manufacturing compared to 6.7%
statewide. Meanwhile, at 9.9%, the
unemployment
rate in Holyoke
is the second
highest in west-
ern Mas-
sachusetts after
Springfield at
11.2%, compared
to a statewide
rate of 6.6% for
March 2021.

The program
will serve up to 45 individuals in
three cohorts by providing approxi-
mately 150 hours of remote and in-
person, hands-on training com-
bined with workplace experiential
lear ning.

The three-phase program in-
cludes: skills assessments, and pre-
training focused on workplace
readiness in English and basic
math, followed by core training in
entry-level manufacturing.

The manufacturing component
will include modules in communica-
tion, teamwork, customer service,
digital literacy, general manufactur-
ing processes and principles;
blueprints, dimensions, tolerances,
instrumentation and measuring;
manufacturing workplace math;
lean manufacturing, problem-solv-
ing, quality control; and workplace
s a f e t y.

Regional employers will be in-
vited to participate in curriculum
design and delivery, as guest speak-
ers, as well as in hosting tours of
their facilities when possible. Par-
ticipants will be connected to area
employers and receive job place-
ment assistance through HCC and
MassHire Holyoke.

REP. PAT DUFFY,
D -Holyoke

SEE MAKING NEWS B4

STAFF PHOTO/CAROL LOLLIS
Jerry Howes and his brother, Kenneth “Trud ge” Howes, stand at the wood splitter at the Howes Family Farm in Cummington, where they cut and
deliver cords of wood to customers. The brothers have been running the farm, in the family since the 1950s, since the 1980s.

FARMING IS IN THEIR BLOOD

By BERA DUNAU
Staff Writer

CUMMINGTON — Since the 19th
century, the Howes family has
farmed land in town, a tradition that
Kenneth “Tr udge” Howes and Jerry
Howes have continued for decades.

During this time the brothers
have gone from dairy farming, to
raising heifers to selling hay. Yet,
even in the face of changes and chal-
lenges, the Howes’ have continued to
work and make a living off of the

land. “I keep busy,” Trudge Howes
said. “We ’re retired but we keep
b u s y. ”

Jerry Howes, 70, has lived in
Cummington almost his entire life,
although he lived for a time in East-
hampton. Trudge Howes, mean-
while, has lived his entire life in the
town.

“There’s not many of us left, I’ll
tell you that,” said Trudge Howes,
68.

The Howes family first settled in
Swift River in the 1850s, although
the Howes Family Farm the broth-
ers work has been in their family
since only the 1950s.

“It’s kind of in your blood,” said
Trudge, of farming.

Trudge gets his name from how
he looked trudging out to the fields
behind his father as a young man.

“I walk like an old man,” said
Trudge, when asked if he still does

the walk.
He and Jerry worked together on

the farm when they were younger
and in the 1980s they bought their fa-
ther out and took over.

“We ’re still here,” said Jerry. “We
h a v e n’t killed each other.”

About a decade ago, the Howes’
chose to get out of the dairy farming
business. The plan was to then sell
heifers to dairy farms, but they ran
into an issue.

“There wasn’t enough dairy
farms looking for replacement ani-
mals,” said Trudge.

That caused the brothers to go
into the hay business. And while the
first few years of that was challeng-
ing, it’s now going well.

“We do about 15,000 bales of hay a
y e a r, ” said Trudge.

In a typical year, Trudge said that
they sell 11,000 to 12,000 bales of hay,
and feed the rest to their beef cat-

tle.
The brothers have about 40 head

of beef cattle, and Trudge said that
one of the reasons that they keep
them is to stop their land from get-
ting overtaken by woods.

“If nothing was here for the last
10 years it would be trees growing
ever ywhere,” Trudge said.

Most of the cattle the Howes
brothers have are Belted Galloways,
although they’ve also bred them
with Herefords and Red Angus.

Amidst the COVID-19 crisis,
Trudge said that they actually had
more demand for hay than they had
supply — as last year also had a
drought.

“It was good business for selling,
it wasn’t good business for growing,”
said Trudge.

He noted that in addition to cus-

CUMMINGT ON

Brothers have kept
Howes Family Farm
humming through

the years
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