HCC announces finalists
for next college president

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College is one step
closer to hiring its next presi-
dent.

The HCC search commit-
tee evaluating candidates to suc-
ceed President Christina Royal
has whittled a field of 50 down
to four. All four finalists have
many years of experience in
higher education and now hold
top-level administration posi-
tions at community colleges in
the Northeast, and all four are
persons of color — two Latinas
and two African-American men.

They are: Noemi
Custodia-Lora, vice presi-
dent of the Lawrence Campus
and Community Relations at
Northern Essex Community
College in Massachusetts;
Tony D. Hawkins, provost and
vice president of Academic
Affairs, Continuing Education
and Workforce Development at
Frederick Community College
in Maryland; Arlene Rodriguez,
provost and vice president of
Academic and Student Affairs at
Middlesex Community College
in Massachusetts; and George
Timmons, provost and senior
vice president of Academic and

Student Affairs at Columbia-
Greene Community College in
New York.

The announcement was
made today in a message to the
HCC community from Eleanor
P. Williams, chair of the search
committee and vice chair of
the HCC Board of Trustees,
and Robert Gilbert, chair of the
HCC Board of Trustees.

“As conversations continue
toward the selection of HCC’s
fifth president, we have total
confidence that the candidate
selected from among our final-
ists will bring strong, inspiring
leadership to the college,” they
said in a joint statement.

In August, President Royal,
who’s been with HCC since
January 2017, announced that
she would retire after the 2022-
2023 academic year. Her last
day will be July 14, and she
expects to assist with the tran-
sition to the next administration.

The 18-member search
committee included five mem-
bers of the HCC Board of
Trustees — Williams, Gilbert,
Vanessa Smith, Ted Hebert,
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