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I 
HAVE LOVED EVERY 
job I ever have had. I 
gather this puts me in a 
minority because 99 out 

of 100 people who worked 
would tell me they couldn’t 
wait to retire.

I tell everyone I am going 
to write until I die, and, then, 
the last piece I’ll do will be my 
obituary.

To be truthful I wasn’t exact-
ly crazy being a waitress in my 
dormitory at Mount Holyoke 
college, except it paid a major 
part of my room and board 
and, therefore, I was grateful 
to have it. I could qualify my 
working experience by saying 
with the exception of being a 
waitress I’d happily go back 
to anything and everything I 
ever did for work.

This topic came up when 
someone asked me if I like 

writing my columns for The 
Republican. Recalling the 
response to the proverbial, 
“Is the pope Catholic,” I, of 
course, responded that I do. 

No one ever seems to asks 
me why. If they did, or on the 
outside chance readers may 
be interested, let me begin by 
saying I get some of the most 
wonderful mail, telephone 
calls, emails and conversa-
tions in grocery aisles and in 
church as a result of being a 
columnist.

For example, I wrote a 
column published in August 
about the long missing money 
which was given to the now 
defunct Vanguard Bank. The 
money bought stock which 
would be invested and, over 
the course of a century, was 
to have raised a great deal 
more than the initial sum and 

Writer, mom, 
TV host are 

all great jobs

Barbara Bernard

Artists 
repurpose 
items into 
artistic form

A 
few years 

ago, as a 

visual arts 

student at 

Holyoke 

Community College, 

Adam Mulcahy often 

spent time between 

classes walking the 

abandoned trol-

ley tracks that run 

through the woods 

behind campus. 

These treks were 

about more than 

fresh air and exercise. 

Mulcahy was search-

ing for supplies. 

“As a lifelong Holyoke 
resident and history fanatic, 
I am fascinated by the imme-
diate area surrounding the 
HCC campus,” said Mulca-
hy, who earned his associate 
degree in 2015 and went on 
to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
fine art from Westfield State. 
“My art has always show-
cased that love of all things 
old and forgotten. Walking 
in the woods on a hunt for 
art supplies is a new adven-
ture every time.”

Mulcahy is one of three 
regional artists whose sculp-
ture is featured in a new 
exhibit at HCC’s Taber Art 
Gallery called “Found.” The 
exhibit runs through Dec. 19. 
The others are Nan Fleming, 
of Williamsburg, and Mark 
Brown, of Easthampton.

“All three are artists whose 
work I’ve been interested in 
for years,” said Taber direc-
tor Amy Johnquest. “What 
they all have in common is 
that their work is made from 
objects that might be headed 
for the trash but that they’ve 
repurposed into artistic 
form.”

For instance, some of 
Mulchahy’s contributions 
were constructed from ma-

terials he found in a nearby 
19th-century cider mill. His 
shadowbox assemblages 
contain objects from Moun-
tain Park, the former amuse-
ment park on Mount Tom 
that he visited as a child. 

“I am fascinated by the his-
tories of the individual parts 
and how they fit together,” 
he said in his artist’s state-
ment. “Sometimes I feel as 
though I am merely along for 
the ride as the pieces dictate 
where they want to be.”

In 1992, Fleming took a 
welding class at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, and 
that, she said, is when she 
discovered metal as an art 
form. 

“Always a hoarder of the 
discarded and used, I was 
drawn to the shapes and 
patinas of old rusty bits and 
pieces more than the clean 
shiny sheets of new metal 
available in the foundry,” 
Fleming says in her artist’s 
statement. “Manipulating a 
shape with heat continues to 
be pure magic for me.”

Brown, who also attended 
UMass, said his current art 
of “quirky and humorous” 
characters is inspired by 
20th-century master Paul 

Klee and from traditional 
ethnographic artwork, espe-
cially African masks. 

“These collaged pieces are 
limited in their color pal-
ette,” he said in his state-
ment. “I allow the character 
of the objects to dominate 
the surfaces and the integra-
tion of disparate materials is 
subtle and effective.”

There will be a closing 
reception with the artists 
on Dec. 19 from 4 to 6 p.m., 
where their art will be avail-
able for purchase. 

“It’s nice for the holidays 
and a good way to support 
local artists whose work with 
found objects is also good for 
the planet,” Johnquest said. 
“Recycle. Reuse.”

The Taber Art Gallery 
is open Mondays through 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. during regular school 
sessions. It is free and open 
to the public and located 
through the Campus Library 
lobby on the second floor of 
the Donahue Building, 303 
Homestead Ave.

HOLYOKE

‘Found’ exhibit at HCC 

Two pieces by Holyoke artist Adam Mulcahy are on display 
in HCC’s Taber Art Gallery. Left, “Segue into Modern Man” 
(2019) and “Future Relic #149” (2017).  

By Jim Kinney 
jkinney@repub.com

Union Station, the Spring-
field Public Schools and 
iHeartMedia are working 
together to make sure the 
main concourse at the trans-
portation hub is filled with the 
sounds of the season.

The five-day music series 
begins in front of the Christ-
mas tree on Monday at noon 
with a performance by the 
students from the Warner and 
Lynch elementary schools and 
will continue each weekday 
with noontime performances 
by different school groups.

In addition, there will be 
two evening performances 
on Tuesday and Friday by 
professional groups, the Time 
Was a capella trio and West 
Mass Brass.

All the performances are 
free. The Springfield Public 
Schools performances includ-
ed:

• Monday, Warner and 
Lynch elementary schools;

• Tuesday, White Street 
School Chorus;

• Dec. 18, Pottenger School 
Chorus;

• Dec. 19, High School of 
Commerce Chorus; and

• Dec. 20, Putnam Voca-
tional High School Music 
Ensemble.

The evening performances 
will be:

• Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., Time 
Was a Capella Trio; and

• Dec. 20, 6-8 p.m., West 
Mass Brass

Parking in the Union Station 
garage will be free to concert 
attendees for the duration of 
each show.

SPRINGFIELD

Music will 
fill station 
for holidays

Springfield Union Station’s 
main concourse will come 
alive with music next week 
with noontime concerts.  
(HOANG ‘LEON’ NGUYEN / THE REPUBLICAN)

“The Big Grin,” by Easthampton artist Mark Brown (2019).  

“I was drawn to the shapes and patinas of old rusty bits and pieces 
more than the clean shiny sheets of new metal available in the 
foundry. Manipulating a shape with heat continues to be pure magic 
for me.”

Nan Fleming

At far left, David and Rachel
Monfett with their daugh-
ter, Claire, attend the event. 
At left, President & CEO 
of the Boys & Girls Club 
of Greater Holyoke Eileen 
Cavanaugh with state Rep. 
John Velis.

At left, Shawn McNulty and his son Wes, of Holyoke, enjoy the event. At right, Crystal Netherton with 
daughters Naomi and Lily, of Holyoke, wait to visit with Santa.

HOLYOKE

Santa comes to town
Ezrael Gonzalez, of Holyoke, sits with Santa during the 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Holyoke’s Breakfast with 
Santa at the Holyoke Mall on Dec. 1 in Café Square. See 
more photos online at Masslive.com. (DANNY NASON PHOTOS)

Sometimes letters or 
calls prompted by a 
column end up with 
me welcoming new 
and wonderful new 
friends in my life.

SEE BERNARD, PAGE C6

See more photos 
on Page C6


