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Picture This

Farming the Future

Holyoke Community College students, staff, and alumni,
along with community farmers and others, trained last
month to grow produce inside two urban container
farms set up in a lot off Race Street next to the HCC
MGM Culinary Arts Institute. The 40-foot-long Freight
Farms shipping containers were delivered in April for
a joint urban agriculture project that includes HCC, the
city of Holyoke, and the community nonprofit Nuestras
Raices. The two shipping containers use hydroponic
methods (without soil) to grow leafy greens and herbs.
Each of the container farms can grow as much produce
in a year as an acre of farmland. Pictured: Francesca
Mazzillio, head farm manager for Freight Farms,
explains some of the equipment to Dylan Donicz, farm
manager for Nuestras Raices and a 2015 graduate of
HCC's sustainable agriculture program. Behind them is
Kate Maiolatesi, HCC professor of Sustainable Studies
- and Sustainable Agriculture.




