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HCC helps make connections 
There's no shame in admit­

ting that Holyoke Community 
College is not everyone's first 
choice for college. 

It was not Isabelle Griffin's 
first choice. As an honors 
student and senior at Belcher­
town High School, she had 
a lot of options, and Mount 
Holyoke College was at the 
top of her list. 

However, things did not pan 
out as she had hoped. 

"I got waitlisted," she said. 
"I was like, I don't know what 
to do. I got accepted to other 
colleges, but I really wanted to 
go to Mount Holyoke." 

An aunt offered some 
advice. 

"She said, 'HCC has great 
connections with Mount 
Holyoke College,' and I had a 
friend who went to HCC, Emi­
ly, and she's like, yeah, you 
should go to HCC." 

And so she did. 
Two years later, on May 

27, the 19-year-old Griffin 
received her associate degree 
in computer information sys­
tems from Holyoke Commu­
nity College. 

She graduated with high 
honors, a couple of academic 
awards, including one for Ex­
cellence in Computing, and a 
transfer scholarship from the 
HCC Foundation. 

Here's the best part. In 
September, she'll be going to 
Mount Holyoke as a transfer 
student to study computer 
science. 

While she is certainly look­
ing forward to that, reflecting 
on her time at HCC brings 
tears to her eyes. 

"It's nothing bad," she 
explained. "I'm not a super 
outgoing person. It's just 
(that) I really liked it here. I 
liked being able to meet all 
the people I met." 

One of the first people 
she met was Irma Medina, 
coordinator of Holyoke Com­
munity's Pathways Program. 
An admissions counselor 
walked her down to Medina's 
office after a campus tour. 
"He said, 'You want to go 
to Mount Holyoke? Talk to 
Irma," she recalled. 

Griffin's aunt was correct 

Isabelle Griffin, a computer programming major from Belcher­
town, recently graduated from Holyoke Community College. 
She credits HCC with paving the path for her to attend Mount 
Holyoke College in the fall to pursue her bachelor's degree in 
computer science. (HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE PHOTO) 

"We talked about 
the importance of 
academics as well 

as being well­

rounded and part 

of the campus 
community, and to 
be involved." 

Irma Medina 

about HCC. The college does 
have great connections to 
Mount Holyoke, and they run 
right through Medina's office. 
Through Pathways, she helps 
promising HCC students pre­
pare for transfer to some of 
the most competitive liberal 
arts colleges in the country, 
such as Smith, Amherst and 
Mount Holyoke. 

She attended HCC herself 
and is also a graduate of 

Mount Holyoke. 
Medina remembers that 

first meeting. 
"We talked about the 

importance of academics as 
well as being well-rounded 
and part of the campus com­
munity, and to be involved," 
Medina said. "She was calm 
and open-minded. She just 
listened mostly." 

Isabelle liked what she 
heard. 

She chose Medina for her 
adviser and followed her 
advice. She took liberal arts 
courses to complement those 
in her computer program­
ming major, in particular 
honor's level classes that 
stressed critical thinking and 
analysis. 

For a language, she chose 
American Sign Language, 
completing three levels. She 
joined the ASL Club and 
served as treasurer. 
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