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By Jim Kinney
jkinney@repub.com

The Montague Airport 
Authority has completed the 
$1.45 million purchase of the 
Pioneer Aviation property at 
the Turners Falls Municipal 
Airport from the Bohonowicz 
family, clearing the way for 
new hangars and a modern 
refueling system at the mu-
nicipal airport.

They are upgrades airport 
that manager Bryan Camden 
said will draw business to the 
airport on Millers Falls Road.

“It’s been carried as a 
project on our airport master 
plan for 25 years now,” he 
said. “We will be able to 
modernize the fuel services 
and control the price of fuel. 
We hope to add more ground 
services. If you build it, they 
will come.”

The real estate transactions 
were recorded in the Franklin 
County Registry of Deeds 
on April 15 and follow an 
approval at a Town Meeting 

in February conducted via 
Zoom.

The airport, opened in 
1940, was built by Franklin 
Roosevelt’s New Deal-era 
Works Progress Administra-
tion.

Charles Bohonowicz 
founded Pioneer Aviation in 
1971 on 10 acres at the airport 
purchased from the town. He 
died in 2017. His son, Bruce 
Bohonowicz, died in 2018. 
Charles’ son Gary and his 
daughter Doreen Tilley sold 
the property.

Camden said the Airport 
Authority will upgrade what’s 
now a full-service fuel station 
for aircraft to a self-service 
credit card kiosk more in 
keeping with what other air-
ports have. The airport loses 
business now, with fl iers trav-
eling to Orange, Northamp-
ton, North Adams or Keene, 
New Hampshire, for fuel at a 
24-hour kiosk.

That will cost $68,000 that 
the Airport Authority will 
borrow. The authority also 
wants to build eight T-shaped 
hangars on the property at a 
cost of $370,000, also in local 
borrowing. The authority has 

a waiting list for hangar space.
Town Meeting authorized 

borrowing totaling $1.85 mil-
lion in anticipation of federal 
and state money.

The property purchase of 
$1.45 million was funded by 
$1.3 million from the Federal 
Aviation Administration and 
$72,500 from the state the 
rest in local funds.

An aircraft maintenance 
company and a fl ight school 
will continue renting space in 
the Pioneer Aviation building, 
Camden said. Other buildings 
on the property will get minor 
upgrades like paint and hand-
icapped accessibility.
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‘If you 
build 
it, they 
will 
come’

PEOPLE IN BUSINESS

Westfi eld Bank has an-
nounced the promotion of 
Sherleen Crespo, of Spring-
fi eld, to assistant vice pres-
ident, branch manager and 
mortgage specialist at the 
bank’s East Street offi  ce in 
Chicopee. 

Crespo majored in business 
administration and fi nance 
at Springfi eld Technical 

Community 
College and 
entered the 
banking fi eld 
in 2008 as a 
teller and cus-
tomer service 
representative 
at Hamp-
den Bank in 
Springfi eld. 
She was later 

promoted to assistant branch 
manager, a position she also 
held at Berkshire Bank before 
joining Westfi eld Bank in 
2017. 

In the community, Crespo 
serves as a board member 
for Revitalize Community 
Development Corp. of Spring-
fi eld, and she is a committee 
member of Credit for Life 
Springfi eld, the Greater Chi-
copee Chamber of Commerce 
and the We Care Initiative 
Program. She is the recipient 
of a certifi cate of recognition 
for her work in business and 
fi nance related to youth in the 
Springfi eld area.

Westfi eld Bank announced 
the promotion of Madeline 
Lopez to vice president, 
branch manager and mort-
gage specialist at the bank’s 
70 Center St. offi  ce in Chi-
copee.

Lopez joined Westfi eld 
Bank in 1999 as a teller at the 
bank’s main offi  ce in West-
fi eld. Having held various cus-
tomer service and managerial 

positions, she 
was appoint-
ed branch 
manager of 
the bank’s 
Agawam 
branch. In 
2018, she 
was named 
branch man-
ager of the 
Center Street 

offi  ce. 
In addition to her respon-

sibilities as an offi  cer of the 
bank, Lopez serves as a board 
member of the Valley Op-
portunity Council, she is an 
active member and chair of 
the Breakfast Committee of 
the Greater Chicopee Cham-
ber of Commerce, and she 
volunteers alongside other 
Westfi eld Bank employees 
at Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & 
Pantry in Chicopee.

Gove Law 
Offi  ce an-
nounces para-
legal Miran-
da Goncalves 
has joined the 
fi rm as a real 
estate parale-
gal. Goncalves 
has more than 
fi ve years of 
experience as 

a real estate paralegal and will 
be focused on residential real 
estate transactions with the 
fi rm. 

She received her bachelor’s 
degree in legal studies, with 
a secondary concentration in 
psychology and a certifi cate of 
international relations from 
the University of Massachu-
setts Amherst in 2015. She 
is also fl uent in Spanish and 
conversant in Portuguese. 

The Gove fi rm has offi  ces 
in Ludlow, Northampton and 
Sturbridge.
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Crespo
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Goncalves

Gary Rome drives support for HCC
Gary Rome Hyundai’s president Gary Rome presented a 

$10,160 check to the Holyoke Community College Foundation 
for the auto dealer’s partnership with the campaign #Together 
HCC. 

The goal for the “Drive to Change Lives” one-day campaign 
on May 4 was to raise money for student support programs 
and scholarships at the college and to have 150 donors partic-
ipate in the campaign. Both that number and a second goal of 
250 donors were surpassed.

A grand total of $111,977 was raised to help students through 
the President’s Student Emergency Fund, student scholarships
and the Thrive Center and Food Pantry at Holyoke Communi-
ty.

The “Together HCC” initiative started last year. Rome 
pledged a challenge donation of $10,000. Said Rome, “The 
reason that we got involved in the campaign is because we 
wanted to shine a spotlight on this wonderful institution right 
here in our backyard, dispel the misconception that com-
munity colleges receive all their funding from the state, and 
highlight how important it is to raise funds to help support our 
community college.”

College president Christina Royal said, “The funds raised 
in this campaign will directly support students by mitigating 
some of the fi nancial barriers to their academic success. We’re 
so grateful to Gary Rome for leading the charge and being 
such a great example of a business leader who cares about the 
community, cares about students, and cares about education 
as a means for transforming lives.”

Gary Rome, second from left, president of Gary Rome Hyundai 
in Holyoke, presents a check for $10,160 to the #TogetherHCC 
campaign at Holyoke Community College. From left are Holy-
oke Community College Foundation board chairman Corey 
Murphy, Rome, Student Senate President Carolina Peña and 
college President Christina Royal. Rome led the one-day “Drive 
to Change Lives” campaign for the college foundation, scholar-
ships and student services. Almost $112,000 was raised in the 
single-day fundraising eff ort. (DON TREEGER / THE REPUBLICAN)  
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In top photo, Turners Falls Municipal Airport in Montague is 
preparing for new hangers and a modern refueling system. 
Above, an access gate to the airport. (DON TREEGER / THE REPUBLICAN)

“We will be able to modernize the fuel services and control 
the price of fuel. We hope to add more ground services.”
BRYAN CAMDEN, MANAGER, TURNERS FALLS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

Airport authority completes $1.45M land 
purchase to upgrade Turners Falls airport

The airport 
loses business 

now, with fliers 
traveling to Orange, 

Northampton, 
North Adams 
or Keene, New 

Hampshire, for fuel 
at a 24-hour kiosk.

Company reviewed 
proposal with 

Planning Board 
By Jeanette Deforge
jdeforge@repub.com

Owners of a popular 
Springfi eld-based restaurant 
are planning to build the fi rst 
free-standing Hot Table, com-
plete with a pick-up window, 
on Memorial Drive.

John DeVoie, who owns the 
fast-casual eatery with his 
brother Christopher DeVoie 
and investor Rich Calcosola, 
is hoping to build an about 
2,000-square-foot restaurant 
on Memorial Drive on a va-
cant lot to the right of the Aldi 
Supermarket.

The company appeared 
before the Planning Board for 
a preliminary site plan review 
Thursday night. After a dis-
cussion about the plans, the 
meeting was continued until 
next Thursday to give people 

time to review the meeting, 
which will be posted on 
ChicopeeTV, and to make any 
comments, which is the pro-
tocol for the Planning Board 
since it is holding all meetings 
remotely, said James Dawson, 
assistant planner.

The property is zoned for 
business and has adequate 
parking, so DeVoie said he 
does not expect serious prob-
lems with the proposal.

“That area on Memorial 
Drive was always on our radar 
and a piece of real estate 
became available,” he said, 
adding the amount of traffi  c 
generated by other business-
es on Memorial Drive made 
Chicopee attractive and some 
customers urged him to ex-
pand there.

Hot Table, which special-
izes in paninis, soup and 
salads, was founded in 2007 
in the Breckwood Shops in 
Springfi eld. About two years 

CHICOPEE

Hot Table plans 
another location

A rendering of the Hot Table restaurant that owners are propos-
ing to build on Memorial Drive in Chicopee. (PHASE ZERO DESIGN IMAGE)

MassMutual 
commissioned 
online poll

By Jim Kinney
jkinney@repub.com

A MassMutual poll found 
that 63% of Massachusetts 
residents are optimistic 
about their fi nances as 
the state and its economy 
emerge from the coronavi-
rus pandemic, the Spring-
fi eld-based insurance giant 
said Thursday.

That 63% is less than the 
percentage of optimistic 
respondents nationwide, 
which was 72%, and a 

decline from the Massa-
chusetts optimism level in 
February, which was 74%.

Still, refl ecting grow-
ing optimism across the 
country, Massachusetts 
residents are signifi cantly 
more optimistic about their 
fi nances than they are pes-
simistic (37%), according to 
the news release detailing 
the MassMutual Consumer 
Spending & Saving Index.

The survey fi nds that the 
pandemic has been tough 
on parents across Massa-
chusetts, with more than 
half (55%) saying they found 
it diffi  cult to manage their 
fi nances due to parenting 

SPRINGFIELD

Survey fi nds Bay Staters 
optimistic about fi nances

Massachusetts residents are planning to 
spend more for travel and dining. Of those 
who plan to spend more in the next three 

months, more than half will prioritize 
travel/vacation (52%) and dining out 

(51%), a drastic increase from just three 
months ago (12% and 19%, respectively).

SEE HOT TABLE, PAGE B2

SEE SURVEY, PAGE B2
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