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People on the Move

Raiil Gutiérrez, assistant pro-
fessor of Spanish at Holyoke
Community College (HCC),
has been selected as an
Engaged Scholar for 2019-20
by the Eastern Region Campus
Compact, a regional pariner-
ship of colleges and universi-
ties dedicated to promoting
civic engagement. Gutierrez
was one of 12 scholars picked for the inaugural,
18-month program that includes academics from 11
other institutions from Maine to Washington D.C,,
including Lehigh, Ithaca, Swarthmore, Dartmouth,
Georgetown, and Yale. Scholars were selected from a
highly competitive pool of candidates nominated by
college and university presidents and chief academic
officers. Gutiérrez is coordinator of HCC's Foreign
Language program, coordinator of the Center for
Public Humanities at HCC, and adviser to the HCC
LISA (Latino International Students Assoc.) Club. He
also spearheaded the creation of a new Latinx Stud-
ies program at the college that will begin in the fall
2019 semester, and he teaches Spanish literacy to
migrant farm workers through Head Start in Spring-
field. His specific projects will focus on two areas:
building a civic-engagement/service-learning com-
ponent into the new Latinx Studies program and
continue to work with migrant farm workers. Gufiér-
rez was born in Mexico and holds a bachelor’s degree
in Spanish and a master’s degree in Hispanic Studies
from the University of llinois at Chicago.
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