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ABOUT
The Republican Plus section is pub-
lished on Thursday. We encourage 

your contributions of announce-
ments, stories and photos. All sub-
missions must be accompanied by 
your name, address and telephone 

number. For information,  
call 413-788-1200.
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The Republican Plus Papers 

P.O. Box 1329,  
Springfield, MA 01102-1329
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413-788-1301
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Photos: photo@repub.com  

(Photos must be high-resolution .jpg 
images attached to an email with full 
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413-788-1250
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413-788-1100 
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SUDOKU ANSWERS

Most theatrical productions 
begin with a script.

“In These Times” began 
with a concept: ask students at 
Holyoke Community College 
to write first-person accounts 
of their lives during the 
COVID-19 pandemic; audition 
student- and alumni-actors 
to perform those stories; and 
complement the monologues 
with music and art contributed 
by other members of the HCC 
community.

“It’s interesting putting 
something like this together,” 
said HCC theater professor 
Patricia Sandoval, the show’s 
director. “You don’t know what 
you’re going to get.”

What she got and how it all 
fit together she calls a “brilliant 
collage.”

Presented by the HCC 
Theater, Music and Visual 
Art departments, “In These 
Times” opens today at 7:30 
p.m. The virtual show will be 
livestreamed on YouTube and 
performed again tomorrow 
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m., 
with a matinee performance 
at 2 p.m. Saturday. The Friday 
night show will be ASL-inter-
preted.

 Performances are free and 
open to all. The show channel 

can be accessed through hcc.
edu/times-show

The shows will not be record-
ed for later viewing.

The cast includes 18 student- 
and alumni-actors performing 
40 different monologues that 
run one to four minutes apiece 
during the 90-minute show. 
Each actor will perform from 
their homes in front of their 
computers, with the video 
segments stitched together 
remotely in real time by stream-
ing coach and HCC theater 
alumnus Corey Missildine. 

“What’s beautiful about these 
monologues is that they repre-
sent the diversity of the college, 
whatever that can be defined 
as,” Sandoval said. “Age, race, 
ethnicity — we’ve got everything 
represented in this production 

because that’s what HCC is.”
Eight student and alum-

ni musicians prerecorded 
performances for the show. 
That includes three original 
compositions: “Covid Suite,” a 
multimedia, electronic piece by 
student Jim Gipe; “Nero (Live 
in the Time of Corona),” by stu-
dent Elena Ciampa (piano and 
vocals) and “When,” by HCC 
alumna Luci Mino ’18 (ukulele 
and vocals).

Approximately 45 students 
and alumni contributed 
artwork that will be used to 
bind each of the monologues 
together on screen.

HOLYOKE

HCC spring play 
inspired by pandemic

IF YOU GO
Event: ‘In These Times,’ 
a virtual play directed by 
HCC theater professor 
Patricia Sandoval
Show times: Tonight 
through Saturday, 7:30 
p.m.; Saturday, 2 p.m.
Cost: Free
Where: Online, hcc.edu/
times-show

Holyoke Community College 
student-actors Lauren Bai-
ley, of Chicopee, and Mikey 
Perez, of Springfield.

cussion was initially triggered 
by a 1990s Hollywood movie, 
“Pretty Woman.” In the film 
Richard Gere, portraying a 
corporate raider named Ed-
ward Lewis, is in the process 
of acquiring a family owned 
shipbuilding firm, a com-
pany that is still owned by 
its founder, played by actor 
Ralph Bellamy (who, by the 
way, was a distant cousin of 
Chicopee’s Edward Bellamy). 
The corporate raider wants 
the company’s valuable 
property on the San Pedro, 
California, docks. This was a 
“hostile takeover.”

Two of the young ladies in 
my class wanted to talk about 
the recent sale of the com-
pany for which they worked 
part-time. It was a teaching 
moment! They had seen the 
movie. I explained that the 
shipbuilding firm had bor-
rowed a considerable amount 
of money and was vulnerable. 
I used the remaining class 
time that day to tell the story  
of the classic management 
style of the Blake brothers.

I started by saying Friend-
ly Ice Cream Corp. was a 
debt-free industry leader. 
The company recruitment 
and management training 
program was top notch. The 
founders’ hands-on style and 
quality control made every 
restaurant’s on-site manage-
ment admirable. 

I told the students that their 
parents (and my generation) 
fell in love with the limited 
menu — including the Ham-
burger Special , a quality beef 
burger with a whisper of may-

onnaise, a generous slice of 
fresh tomato and lettuce on 
a lightly-toasted bun, a thick 
chocolate milk shake that was 
awful good and awful thick 
and a substantial ice cream 
sundae. On Fridays, we had 
a to-die-for grilled cheese 
sandwich.

In the mid-1950s fast-food 
restaurants were still a de-
cade away. Chicopee Center 
kids rode their bikes across 
the old West Springfield 
bridge down Ashley Avenue 
to the Friendly restaurant 
on Riverdale Road. My wife, 
Barbara, remembers walking 
with her friends to get an ice 
cream cone. 

The company’s expansion 
was accelerated  by the strip-
mall phenomenon sweep-
ing western New England. 
Developers from Palmer to 
Pittsfield courted Friendly 
as one the shopping plaza’s 
prime tenants. In 1957, the 
Exchange Street Plaza and the 
Springfield Plaza on Liberty 
Street each boasted a brand-
new Friendly’s.

In less than 20 years the 
brothers had carefully devel-
oped their brand and were 
now ready to venture forth 
into eastern Massachusetts, 
southern New Hampshire and 
Maine. The brothers in the 
1960s were moving a regional 
ice cream store chain to near 
Fortune 500 status.  

 S. Prestley Blake regaled 
audiences for years with the 
need for business ethics, say-
ing the most important thing 
was honesty. In the 1960s and 
’70s the Wilbraham-based op-
eration franchised restaurants 
and expanded westward to 
Ohio and southward to Mary-
land, successfully creating a 

niche in what was becoming a 
fast-food era.      

The Blakes famous milk 
shakes’ name had been bor-
rowed with permission to use 
the name until they opened 
stores in New Jersey. The Aw-
ful-Awful became the Fribble. 
The brothers had worked 
together for 43 years. 

When his brother died in 
2019, Pres Blake said at the 
time, “I counted on him to 
make important decisions.”  
In 1979 the brothers sold the 
chain to the Hershey Co. from 
Pennsylvania. The selling 
price was $164 million . I told 
my basic economics students 
it was hardly a “hostile take-
over.” 

The management style 
of the world-famous candy 
maker introduced the “bean 
counters.” My students knew 
what I was talking about. 

When we were awaiting the 
arrival of our two sons my 
wife on several occasions sent 
me to the Exchange Street 
Friendly’s to pick up her abso-
lute favorite — the Swiss choc-
olate almond sundae.  She 
predicted trouble ahead for 
the candy bar makers when 
they cited financial reasons 
and stopped selling that sig-
nature sundae. A decade later 
my students were correct.

In 1988, the bean counters 
registered a tidy profit, selling 
Friendly Ice Cream to the 
Tennessee Restaurant Co. for 
about $375 million. The high 
price and the debt-riddled 
Tennessee company proved 
not up to the task. 

Stephen R. Jendrysik is a Chi-
copee historian, retired history 
teacher and author of several 
books on the city’s history.

Jendrysik
CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1
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Simply Custom Kitchens by Countryside Woodcraft off ers a 
wide variety of quality, hardwood, custom-built kitchens. 

We can design and build you a masterpiece for years of enjoyment. 
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665 HUNTINGTON ROAD, RUSSELL, MASSACHUSETTS

413-287-7292

Visit our beautiful showroom
Monday thru Saturday 10am-5pm
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Reserve your seat in an informative and
exciting Kitchen Workshop and receive

A Free Cutting Board (worth $100)
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www.centerstreetautoparts.com
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SAUNDERS

3137004-01

 - 100 gallon
   minimum

Serving: Springfield, W. Springfield, Agawam, Holyoke, Chicopee, Ludlow, Hampden, 
Wilbraham, Longmeadow, East Longmeadow, South Hadley, Southwick

ORDER ONLINE ANYTIME 
Price subject to change without notice. 4/30/2021

OIL4LESS.US
1512 Memorial Dr. Chicopee, MA  413-409-8329 

.US

3149377-01

Our office is open, with service provided by appointment only.

NO WALK-IN SERVICE IS AVAILABLE
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

 
Office hours will vary, so please call and leave

a message and we will return your call.
 

We have new procedures in place for your safety.
Details are available on our Facebook page and website.

Thank you for your patience.

When you need us, we ll be here.
ou need us, we ll be here.

The Finest Hearing Care 
By Doctors Of Audiologyg y

~ Since 1984 ~
200 North Main Street, North Building, Suite 103 

East Longmeadow, MA 01028

3

Jennifer Lundgren Garcia, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

Susan Bankoski Chunyk, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

(413) 525-7979
www.hampdenhearing.com
info@hampdenhearing.com


