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Course Registration Information
Community Education courses fill fast. We suggest you register at 
least two weeks before the class start date, or by registration deadline 
if noted. If space is still available in a class, HCC can accept registration 
for most classes up to the business day before a class starts.

CLASS SCHEDULES
Class dates are subject to change. Please check the website (www.
hcc.edu/bcs) for the latest updates, and be sure to check with the 
instructor on the first day of class. Classes are not held on state 
and national holidays, and individual instructors may make other 
adjustments.

FEES
Fees for materials are now included in the tuition price unless 
specifically noted.

REFUND POLICY FOR NON-CREDIT COURSES 
Courses with six or more meetings:
1.	 By the Friday before the first class meeting, 100% of all tuition, 

less $30.
2.	 After the Friday before the first class meeting but before the 

third class meeting 50% of the course cost.
3.	 No refund will be granted after the start of the third class 

meeting.
4.	 Courses with five or fewer meetings:
5.	 Refunds are available only if the student withdraws by the Friday 

before the first class meeting, less 25% of course cost, but not to 
exceed $25.

6.	 Youth Programs: By the Friday before the first class meeting, 
100% of tuition. No refunds will be granted after the start of the 
program.

 
Please note that a $20 fee will be charged for returned checks.  
All returned checks not made good will be referred for collection.

COURSE CANCELLATION
Low enrollments can necessitate course cancellations. HCC will 
attempt to notify students whose class has been cancelled and help 
them choose another course or obtain a refund. Your completion 
of course registrations as early as possible helps the college avoid 
cancelling classes.
 
If the college cancels a course, 100 percent of all course costs are 
refunded.

BENEFITS, TUITION WAIVERS, AND THIRD PARTY BILLING 

State Employee Tuition Waivers
Present waivers at the time of registration. Waivers are not accepted 
by telephone, Fax, mail, or online.For non-credit courses, full-time 
state employees, their spouses and dependent children up to age 25 
are eligible for tuition remission of 50 percent of tuition only for any 
non-credit course(s) or program(s). Tuition waivers will be honored so 
long as the minimum number of full-tuition-paying students per class 
has been met. Some exclusions apply.

Third Party Billing (Company-Agency Payments)
Please submit, by mail or in person, an enrollment form for each 
student along with an original purchase order or letter on company-
agency letterhead including the student name(s) and the amount to 
be paid. 

Sign up for classes at hcc.edu/bcs
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A
| Parking Lot | | Road | | Building |

BC	 David M. Bartley Center for Athletics and Recreation
CC	 Campus Center	 ACT Center, Admissions, Assessment Center, Book Store, 

Student Activities
CHE 	 Center for Health Education
DON	 Donahue	 POD Cafe, Library, OSDDS, CAPS, ESL, TRIO, Veteran 

Services
FPA	 Fine and Performing Arts	 Leslie Phillips Theater, Forum Cafe
FR	 Frost	 Administration, Financial Aid, New Directions, Student 

Accounts, Student Records, Public Safety, ALANA
KC	 Kittredge Center for Business and Workforce Development
			   Thrive
MRB	 Marieb	 Health and Life Sciences
FA	 Public Safety	 Facilities

Parking Lots

Locations

STUDENTS (Permit required)
Day Parking: 6 a.m. - 4 p.m. A, B, C, D, M, N, O, P, Q, R, S
Evening Parking: 4 p.m. - 11 p.m. A, B, C, D, E, F, H, K, L, M,  
N, O, P, R
Students may not park in Upper J, Mini J, or H lot at any time.

STAFF (Permit required)
Day Parking: E, F, H, K, L • Evening Parking: G, J, L

VISITORS
E, J, S • for Special Events: F • Handicapped: G (Permit required)

Library
Center for 
Health 
Education

CHERRY STREET

MINI J PARKING (MJ)

LOWER J
PARKING (LJ)

VISITOR PARKING

VISITOR PARKING

GEORGE FROST DRIVE

Westfield Road
Route 202

JARVIS AVENUE

Kids’ Place
Day Care

Center

Doyle Drive

RT. 2
02

HOMESTEAD AVENUE

S

J K

R

L

M

N

O

A

B

C

D

E Q
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G

H

Visit campus today! 
Scan this code  

for our map.

Holyoke:
Center for Health Education 
404 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke, MA
413.552.2467

HCC MGM Culinary Arts Institute
Cubit Building, 
164 Race Street, Holyoke, MA 01040

 
HCC Adult Learning Center  
Picknelly Adult and Family Education 
Center (PAFEC) 
206 Maple St., Holyoke, MA 01040
413.552.2990 ext. 3
Free HiSet instruction, academic advising 
and basic computer skills, during the 
evening throughout the year.

Ware: 
Education to Employment (E2E) Center
79 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082
413.277.0294
Workforce training programs, personal 
enrichment classes, civic events, and 
student support activities.

HCC English for Speakers of  
Other Languages
Classes offered in Springfield,  
West Springfield, downtown Holyoke, 
on-campus, and online
413.552.2999
Free English for Speakers of Other Lan-
guages (ESOL) instruction, career and 
academic advising, training programs, 
and basic computer skills during the 
day and evening throughout the year.
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WANTED: 
engaging faculty for courses 

If you’re interested in teaching and adding to the 
quality of our students’ lives, send your resume 
with your course proposal to:

Contact: Community Services at 
communityservices@hcc.edu

*= Funding available for unemployed and low-income workers  
through the Department of Labor and Workforce Development and  
the Department of Transitional Assistance

For more information, please call 
413.552.2500 or visit us online at 
hcc.edu/bcs.

CERTIFICATE AND TRAINING PROGRAMS

The state-of-the-art Kittredge Center is the Pioneer 
Valley’s premier facility for conferences and 
professional meeting space. It offers the latest in 
technology and is accessible to all major highways.  
Bring your conference to the Kittredge Center 
or ask about conference management services. 

Contact us at 413.552.2500 
or visit us online at 
hcc.edu/about/space-reservations

Conference Services
& Facilities Rentals

THE KITTREDGE
CENTER

FOR BUSINESS AND 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

MANAGEMENT
•	 American Management 

Association University Certificate

•	 Project Management Certificate

•	 Nonprofit Management Certificate

 
LEADERSHIP SERIES
JOB ORIENTED

•	 Call Center (Advanced) and 

Customer Service Training

•	 Manufacturing Production 

Technician Training

 
CAREER FOCUSED

•	 Educators (Pre-School, K-12, 

PDP Certification Courses)

•	 Event Planning Certificate

•	 Interior Design Certificate Program

•	 Real Estate Principles and Practices

 
HEALTHCARE

•	 CNA (Certified Nursing 

Assistant) Program *

•	 EMT-B (Emergency Medical 

Technician Basic Course)

•	 Pharmacy Technician *

•	 ICD 9 and 10 Training

 
HOSPITALITY

•	 Hospitality and Culinary Program *

•	 ServSafe Certificate 

Program — TIPS Training

 
COMPUTERS

•	 CompTIA A+, Network+, 

and Security+

•	 Cisco CCNA Training Programs: 

Modules I, II, III, and IV 

(Scholarships Available)

•	 Microsoft Office Certifications 

SAFETY
•	 Hoisting License Renewal Training

•	 OSHA-10 Certification

•	 OSHA-30 Certification
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NONCREDIT LISTINGS

Business 

BUSN 038 
Passive Income 101: Create 
Products That Sell While You 
Sleep (including 50 product ideas)
CRN 26215	 SEC 51	 Jul 17	 F 5:00 p.m. –7:00 p.m.

Unlock the secrets to earning money around the 
clock. This dynamic class teaches you practical 
strategies and step by step tools to develop, 
launch, and automate income generating products 
that keep working for you with minimal ongoing 
effort. You’ll learn how to identify profitable 
opportunities (50 ideas included!), build irresistible 
offerings, master automated sales and marketing 
systems, and scale your income streams—all while 
protecting your work and overcoming common 
hurdles. Get ready to transform your ideas into 
a powerful, passive income machine that works 
day and night. Informative handouts for future 
use are included in class fee. The webinar login 
information will be emailed the day before class. 
Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $35.00

BUSN 039 
Start Your Own Online Business: 
A Beginner’s Guide (including 25 
top online businesses)
CRN 26222	 SEC 51	 Jul 22	 W 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Looking for ways to make money online? Turn 
your ideas or homemade products into income by 
starting an online business. You will learn how to: 
find a gap in a niche market and fill it; build your 
own website, and market your business effectively 
(including SEO) so potential customers will 
find you; take care of business forms and taxes; 
create multiple sources of income (including 
Affiliate commissions). You’ll also get info about 
the 25 most popular online businesses to start. 
Informative handouts for future use are included 
in class fee. Informative handouts for future 
use are included in class fee. The webinar login 
information will be emailed the day before class. 
Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $35.00

BUSN 041 
Create Your Own Merch (Design, 
Sell, and Ship Like a CEO)
CRN 26220	 SEC 51	 Jul 21	 T 7:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Have a great idea for a Tshirt, sticker, or hoodie? 
Turn your creativity into cash! In this class, you’ll 
learn how to design your own merch that people 
actually want to buy, set up an online shop, and 
ship your stuff like a pro. You’ll learn the ins 
and outs of branding, marketing, and a taste of 
what it’s like to run your own business—CEO style. 
Informative handouts for future use are included 
in class fee. The webinar login information will be 

emailed the day before class. Instructor LeeAnne 
Krusemark
Fee: $25.00

Career

CRER 003 
Get Paid To Talk / An 
Introduction to Voice Over
CRN 26134	 SEC 51	 Aug 10	 M 6:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.

From audio books to advertisements and beyond, 
we encounter recorded voices everywhere! In 
this onenight, live online class, your instructor will 
take you behind the scenes in the voice over field 
for a fun and realistic look at how the voice over 
field really works. You’ll gain inside perspective 
on developing skills, and how to leverage your 
voice’s strengths and interests, and more. Because 
this class is live, you’ll have the opportunity to ask 
questions! Additionally, there will be a chance for 
a one on one script read with the instructor. Class 
presented via Zoom.
Fee: $45.00
CRER 095 

Launch Your Pet Sitting/ 
Dog Walking Biz
CRN 26218	 SEC 51	 Jul 20	 M 7:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Love animals and want to earn extra cash? Turn 
your passion for pets into a thriving side gig! This 
fun, interactive class is perfect for teens who 
dream of walking dogs, feeding fish, or caring for 
cuddly cats while making money. You’ll learn the 
basics of pet care, how to build trust with pet 
owners, set your rates, promote your services, and 
handle tricky situations like nervous pets. You’ll 
get cool handouts to keep and use anytime—no 
extra cost. The class is led by a longtime teacher, 
and a young pro who started pet sitting at 13 and 
knows the hustle inside and out. We’ll send the 
webinar login info the day before, so you’re all set 
to join in!
Fee: $25.00

Expression

EXPR 004 
Writing for Children:  
A Beginner’s Guide
CRN 26217	 SEC 51	 Jul 20	 M 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

Step into the magical world of children’s and 
YA literature—and learn how to captivate young 
readers like a pro! This dynamic class dives 
deep into the hottest market trends, agesmart 
storytelling techniques, and unforgettable 
character creation that speaks directly to kids 
and teens. You’ll also get insider tips on crafting 
submissions that grab the attention of kidlit 
magazines and publishers. Whether you’re 
dreaming of picture books or YA novels, this 
is your launchpad to creating stories that kids 
won’t put down. Informative handouts for future 
use are included in class fee. The webinar login 
information will be emailed the day before class. 
Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $35.00

EXPR 068 
Writing for Online Blogs, 
Magazines and Websites
CRN 26206	 SEC 51	 Jul 16	 Th 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

You don’t need a journalism degree or previously 
published articles to write for anyone’s online 
blog, magazine, or website. Some opportunities 
offer exposure, while many pay well -- $1 a word 
and more. In this fast-paced session, you will 
learn how to: find ideas, sources, and more than 
1,000 opportunities that pay, conduct interviews 
and create interesting content, protect your 
copyright, write query letters, and then use this 
credibility to sell other articles or even your self-
published novel. Informative handouts for future 
use are included in class fee. The webinar login 
information will be emailed the day before class. 
Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $35.00

To sign up online or 
for complete course 
descriptions: www.hcc.edu/bcs

Summer 2026
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EXPR 069 
Creative Writing 101:  
A Beginner’s Guide
CRN 26204	 SEC 51	 Jul 14	 T 7:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

You don’t need a degree in creative writing to be 
an exceptional writer and get paid for it! Anyone 
with a passion for writing can learn and develop 
their fiction and non-fiction writing skills. Whether 
you’re writing from your own life experience, 
creating new worlds, or informing readers about 
important information, this class will teach you 
about the different forms of creative writing, the 
top 10 creative writing tips for beginners, as well 
as how to brainstorm for new creative writing 
ideas, bring your words to life with engaging 
descriptions, develop your own writing style, 
and how to get paid for your creative writing. 
Informative handouts for future use are included 
in class fee. Class is delivered via Zoom and a link 
will be shared the day before the class. Instructor 
LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $35.00

EXPR 070 
Write Your First Novel  
(in 90 Days!)
CRN 26216	 SEC 51	 Jul 17	 F 7:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m.

This intensive course provides a schedule of 
crafting a novel from start to finish, which you can 
finish in as little as 90 days! This class will also help 
you stay motivated throughout the journey. You 
will learn how to: 

•	 select your novel genre and develop a 
compelling premise

•	 create multidimensional characters and 
immersive settings

•	 craft a detailed plot outline
•	 manage your time to keep your writing  

flow consistent
•	 combat common roadblocks including 

writer’s block
•	 master the art of selfediting: refining your 

plot, and fixing pacing, dialogue,  
and characterization problems.

•	 receive constructive criticism from beta 
readers 

•	 explore publishing options  

By the end of this class, you will know how to  
complete your novel and have the knowledge and 
confidence to move forward with the publishing 
process. Informative handouts for future use 
are included in class fee. The webinar login 
information will be emailed the day before class. 
Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $45.00

EXPR 078 
Beginner’s Guide to Using FREE 
ChatGPT (AI) for Writers
CRN 26219	 SEC 51	 Jul 21	 T 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

ChatGPT (AI) is here to stay and is the future 
for writers and content creators. Don’t be left 
behind! No prior AI experience required. Do 

you want to learn how to incorporate the power 
of cutting edge technology to gain ideas and 
inspiration, write web content, articles, and even 
novels or scripts? In this beginner friendly course, 
you’ll learn how to: 

•	 register for a FREE 
•	 ChatGPT account
•	 input effective writing prompts to avoid 

nonsense responses
•	 build creative content, from stories to 

marketing copy
•	 determine its capabilities and limitations
•	 understand ethical/legal considerations using 

ChatGPT  

There’s no doubt ChatGPT and similar AI systems 
will force the job market to evolve. It’s crucial for 
everyone to adapt, learn new skills, and be open to 
working in collaboration with AI, so start building 
your expertise in the world of ChatGPT now! 
Informative handouts for future use are included 
in class fee. The webinar login information will be 
emailed the day before class. Instructor LeeAnne 
Krusemark
Fee: $35.00

EXPR 079 
Writing Short Stories:  
A Beginner’s Guide
CRN 26205	 SEC 51	 Jul 15	 W 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

Writing short stories (1,000–30,000 words) 
helps you discover your writing voice and how 
to convey your ideas. You’ll learn how to bring 
your story to life with an engaging plot, as well 
as character development, action, and dialogue. 
You’ll also learn the technical parts of crafting 
a short story, including structure, important 
character moments, and progression 
in the story. You’ll also know what to do with your 
short story once completed, including editing, 
proofing, and publishing options. Informative 
handouts for future use are included in class fee. 
The webinar login information will be emailed the 
day before class. Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $35.00

EXPR 087 
Book Marketing Bootcamp: 
Promote Like a Pro
CRN 26225	 SEC 51	 Jul 24	 F 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

Self published or indie authors—this high 
impact session gives you the insider playbook 
for marketing on a budget. Explore the fastest, 
smartest ways to grow your author platform, 
engage readers, leverage social media, organize 
book launches/signings, run ads, secure reviews, 
and other proven tactics to turn your book into 
a must read and keep sales climbing. Informative 
handouts for future use are included in class fee. 
The webinar login information will be emailed the 
day before class. Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $35.00

EXPR 088 
Meet the Publisher/Agent —  
Get Your Manuscript Critiqued
CRN 26226	 SEC 51	 Jul 24	 F 7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.

Have you ever wanted to talk to a real agent 
or publisher? Are you tired of having your 
manuscripts critiqued by nonprofessionals or 
paying an editor too much money to change your 
writing to their voice? Email one page of your 
in-progress manuscript for an inclass critique 
of one page of your poetry, article, short 
story, screenplay, novel, nonfiction book, or 
children’s book. (Optional: You can then send 
your manuscript for a professional critique (for 
a critique fee of $50 for up to 25 doublespaced 
pages + $1/page thereafter, and a list of 
publishers/agents who are interested in your 
type of work.) Informative handouts for future 
use are included in class fee. The webinar login 
information will be emailed the day before class. 
Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $30.00

Summer 2026
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ACT WorkKeys Exams
Proficiency Certificate for Teaching 
Assistants (PCTA)

National Career Readiness 
Certificate (NCRC)

Go to hcc.edu/testing to schedule 
your test appointment.

CASTLE Worldwide
Go tocastleworldwide.com to 
register

Crane Institute of America (CIC)  
Go to craneinstitute.com

HCC High Stakes Testing Center  
p: 413.552.2112
f: 413.552.2745 testing@hcc.edu 

GED
Go to ged.com 

Get-College-Credit Exams
CLEP, DSST
Go to hcc.edu/testing to schedule 
your test appointment.

GRE and TOEFL
CLEP, DSST
Go to ets.org for registration 
information

HiSET Testing (Formerly GED) 
Contact 413.522.2292 or hiset.ets. 
org to register

Kryterion
Go to kryteriononline.com to register

Law School Admissions Council  
LSAC and MPRE

Go tolsac.org for registration 
information.

Pearson Vue
Contact the testing center to 
register or go to pearsonvue.com.

ServSafe Exams
Go to servsafe.com to purchase your 
exam.

Go to hcc.edu/testing to schedule 
you test appointment.

Distance Learning Proctored Exams
Contact us to make an appointment 
to have your distance learning exams 
professionally proctored.

Provide our contact information to 
your institution and your exam will  
be forwarded to us.

EXPR 090 
Dream Big (Your Path from Teen 
Writer to Published Author) 
CRN 26223	 SEC 51	 Jul 23	 Th 7:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Dream Big (Your Path from Teen Writer to 
Published Author) Got a story inside you waiting 
to be told? Teens writing for teens is a hot market! 
Whether you dream of writing books, screenplays, 
or stories that go viral, you’ll discover how to 
develop your unique writing voice, turn your ideas 
into powerful stories, and learn the real steps 
writers take to get published. Perfect for aspiring 
authors, you’ll gain confidence and insider tips 
to start your career as a writer who’s ready to 
dream—and achieve—big! Informative handouts 
for future use are included in class fee. The 
webinar login information will be emailed the day 
before class. Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $25.00

Money and 
Investment

MONY 059 
Save Money with Extreme 
Couponing
CRN 26224	 SEC 51	 Jul 24	 F 4:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Learn how to save $$$ every day with extreme 
couponing. Coupons are NOT just for groceries. 
The savings can add up to HUNDREDS or 

even THOUSANDS of dollars every year. This 
comprehensive workshop will teach you: * where 
to find all different types of coupons, even for 
high ticket items * how to find the best coupon 
apps and websites * how to match coupons with 
sales for maximum savings This workshop is taught 
by someone who has used many couponing 
secrets to save thousands. Informative handouts 
for future use are included in class fee. The 
webinar login information will be emailed the day 
before class. Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $25.00

MONY 078 
Content Creation for Cash: 
Social Media Writing that Works
CRN 26221	 SEC 51	 Jul 22	 W 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

Harness the power of social media to grow your 
audience and boost your brand—one post at a 
time. This dynamic class dives deep into crafting 
scrollstopping content tailored for each platform, 
from Instagram reels to Twitter threads. Learn 
how to write engaging captions, spark viral 
shares, and use storytelling to build authentic 
connections that keep followers coming back. 
You’ll also discover savvy strategies to turn likes 
and comments into real income by monetizing 
your social presence like a pro. Informative 
handouts for future use are included in class fee. 
The webinar login information will be emailed the 
day before class. Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $35.00

MONY 084 
Get Paid to Help (Tutoring/
Homework & Babysitting)
CRN 26207	 SEC 51	 Jul 16	 Th 7:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Ready to start earning money while helping 
others? This practical class teaches you how 
to turn your natural skills into trusted services, 
communicate professionally with parents and 
clients, and stay safe and confident on the job. 
Whether you’re tutoring math, babysitting the 
neighbor’s kids, or helping with homework, you’ll 
learn how to market yourself, set fair rates, and 
make a real difference—all while turning that into 
cash—and building your rep as someone people 
can count on. Informative handouts for future 
use are included in class fee. The webinar login 
information will be emailed the day before class. 
Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark
Fee: $25.00

Youth Programs

YUTH 093 
Minecraft Designers (Ages 8‑10 
yrs Sec 51, 11-14 yrs Sec 52)
CRN 26227	 SEC 51	 Jul 27-31	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

CRN 26228	 SEC 52	 Jul 27-31	 M-F 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

If you love the game Minecraft and always 
wanted to design your own world, this class is for 
you! Learn how to create a custom map, design 

Summer 2026
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structures to share between worlds, build with 
Redstone and Command blocks, and create 
custom textures for you to import at home or 
share with friends. Students must have the Java 
version of Minecraft to take this class. Tablet, 
phone, and game console versions of Minecraft 
are not compatible. Returning students can create 
more advanced projects that build on previous 
years. Students will work in pairs or teams for 
most of the program. Note: Students can only 
be registered if their actual age matches the 
advertised age range of the class. If a registration 
is received that does not comply, we will have to 
cancel the registration and issue a refund. 
Instructor Brittany Pietskowski
Fee: $199.00

YUTH 100 

Python Programmers (Ages 8‑10 
yrs Sec 51, 11-14 yrs Sec 52)
CRN 26137	 SEC 51	 Aug 3-7	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

CRN 26138	 SEC 52	 Aug 3-7 	 M-F 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

Want to learn the world’s fastest growing 
programming language favored by Google, NASA, 
YouTube, and the CIA? Learn how to code with 
Python to create engaging apps and games. Each 
lesson takes you step by step on a programming 
path that will let you challenge friends with fun 
content you create from start to finish! Returning 
students can create more advanced projects 
that build on previous years. Students will work 
in pairs or teams for most of the program. Note: 
Students can only be registered if their actual age 
matches the advertised age range of the class. If 
a registration is received that does not comply, 
we will have to cancel the registration and issue a 
refund. Instructor Brittany Pietskowski
Fee: $199.00

YUTH 109 
Make Your First Video Game  
(Ages 8‑10 yrs Sec 51, 11-14 yrs  
Sec 52)
CRN 26087	 SEC 51	 Jul 20-24	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

CRN 26088	 SEC 52	 Jul 20-24	 M-F 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

In this BlackRocket classic, you will go well beyond 
the limitations of the traditional 2D game design 
classes and create an immersive 3D world. 
Students will learn the physics behind 3D games, 
explore beginner event scripting, level design, 
controlling the flow of gameplay, and storytelling. 
Student projects will be available on a password 
protected BlackRocket website to share with 
friends and family. Projects are only compatible 
with Windows devices. Students will work in pairs 
or teams for most of the program.  
Note: Students can only be registered if their 
actual age matches the advertised age range of 
the class. If a registration is received that does not 
comply, we will have to cancel the registration and 
issue a refund. Instructor Brittany Pietskowski
Fee: $199.00

YUTH 110 
ROBLOX Coders (Ages 8‑10 yrs 
Sec 51, 11-14 yrs Sec 52)
CRN 26085	 SEC 51	 Jul 13-17	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

CRN 26086	 SEC 52	 Jul 13-17	 M-F 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

Discover the Lua coding language while designing 
experiences in ROBLOX®, an online universe 
where you can create anything you dream of. 
This class combines game design concepts, 
coding, and fun! New developers will learn to 
use Roblox’s Studio software to reimagine the 
popular game genres with your own custom 
code! Student created games will be available on 
a password protected BlackRocket website to 
share with friends and family. Students will work 
in pairs or teams for most of the program. Note: 
Students can only be registered if their actual age 
matches the advertised age range of the class. If 
a registration is received that does not comply, 
we will have to cancel the registration and issue a 
refund. Instructor Brittany Pietskowski
Fee: $199.00

FOOD 123 
Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan 
(Ages 9-16) 
CRN 26203	 SEC 51	 Jul 6-10	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

CRN 26208	 SEC 52	 Jul 13-17	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Food is about adventure, fun, and feeling great. 
Think of its fuel for your epic days of hanging with 
friends and chasing dreams! Join us for an exciting 
week of handson culinary fun, where young chefs 
will discover the joy of cooking delicious, easy to 
prepare meals to share with family and friends. 
Participants will work together to chop, season, 
cook, and taste a variety of recipes  all made 
from scratch. Each day introduces new menu 
themes, ingredients, and techniques designed to 
build confidence in the kitchen. Along the way, 
students will learn essential skills such as kitchen 
safety, proper sanitation, and effective teamwork. 
By the end of the week, your young chef will 
take home a collection of new recipes, improved 
culinary skills, and plenty of flavorful memories to 
share with others. The menu for each day will be 
as follows:  

•	 Monday Meatball Subs, French Fries, Fresh 
Fruit Salad 

•	 Tuesday Crispy Chicken Sliders, Sweet Potato 
Fries, Watermelon 

•	 Wednesday Build Your Own Taco, Elote 
(Mexican street corn) 

•	 Thursday Baked Mac and Cheese Bowl, 
Popcorn Chicken (choice of tossed sauce 
BBQ or buffalo) 

•	 Friday Personal size pizza choice of toppings, 
Wing dings, Zeppole 

 
Please alert us to any food allergies upon 
registration & bring a food safe container each 
day for leftovers to go home. Dropoff no earlier 
than 8.45am & pickup no later than 3.15pm, both 
signed for by parents or guardians only. No Uber, 
Lyft or Taxis permitted.
Fee: $425.00

Summer 2026
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FOOD 124 
Around the world with Chef 
Swanigan (Ages 9-16)
CRN 26209	 SEC 51	 Jul 20-24	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

CRN 26210	 SEC 52	 Jul 27-31	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Cuisine around the world serves as a universal 
language that unites people across cultures 
through shared flavors, traditions, and stories. 
Join us for an exciting week of handson culinary 
fun, where young chefs will discover the joy 
of cooking delicious, easy to prepare meals to 
share with family and friends. Participants will 
work together to chop, season, cook, and taste 
a variety of recipes  all made from scratch. Each 
day introduces new menu themes, ingredients, 
and techniques designed to build confidence in 
the kitchen. Along the way, students will learn 
essential skills such as kitchen safety, proper 
sanitation, and effective teamwork. By the end 
of the week, your young chef will take home 
a collection of new recipes, improved culinary 
skills, and plenty of flavorful memories to share 
with others. By the end of the week, your young 
chef will take home a collection of new recipes, 
improved culinary skills, and plenty of flavorful 
memories to share with others. The menu for each 
day will be as follows:  

•	 Monday Asia Teriyaki Bowl (white rice, 
teriyaki grilled chicken, mix of vegetables) 

•	 Tuesday Puerto Rico Spanish rice and beans, 
Fried Pork Chops, Sweet Plantain, Side Salad 

•	 Wednesday Greek Lemon Potatoes, Herb 
Baked Chicken, Mediterranean Salad 

•	 Thursday Italy Genovese (Rigatoni w sugo alla 
genovese sauce), Caprese Salad 

•	 Friday Cajun French Jambalaya (andouille 
sausage, chicken, shrimp) Smothered 
Cabbage, Sweet Cornbread 

Please alert us to any food allergies upon 

registration & bring a food safe container each 
day for leftovers to go home. Dropoff no earlier 
than 8.45am & pickup no later than 3.15pm, both 
signed for by parents or guardians only. No Uber, 
Lyft or Taxis permitted.
Fee: $425.00

FOOD 125 
Cooking without Borders  
with Chef Vargas-Gonzalez  
(Ages 9-16)
CRN 26211	 SEC 51	 Jul 6-10	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

CRN 26212	 SEC 52	 Jul 13-17	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Get ready for a week overflowing with food, fun, 
and friendship! In this lively handson camp, young 
chefs will team up to chop, stir, and create tasty 
dishes from around the world. Each day brings a 
new theme and a chance to discover fresh 
ingredients, cool cooking techniques, and the 
joy of working together in the kitchen. From 
mastering favorite classics to exploring global 
flavors, students will learn kitchen safety, 
teamwork, and a dash of creativity along the way. 
By week’s end, they’ll walk away with new cooking 
skills, delicious recipes to show off at home, and 
plenty of tasty memories to share. It’s teamwork, 
taste, and tons of fun—all rolled into one delicious 
camp experience! The menu for the week will be 
as follows:  

•	 Monday  Grilled Chicken Caesar Wraps with 
French Fries 

•	 Tuesday  Coconut shrimp Curry with basmati 
rice & garlic naan

•	 Wednesday  Personal Pizza (pizza dough from 
scratch, sauce and topping) 

•	 Thursday  Brunch for Lunch Whole Chicken 
wings & Waffles and fresh fruit salad. 

•	 Friday  Puerto Rican Rice, Baked Chicken 
thighs & fried sweet plantains

Please alert us to any food allergies upon 

registration & bring a food safe container each 
day for leftovers to go home. Dropoff no earlier 
than 8.45am & pickup no later than 3.15pm, both 
signed for by parents or guardians only. No 
Uber, Lyft or Taxis permitted.
Fee: $425.00

FOOD 126 
Passport to Flavors with Chef 
Vargas-Gonzalez (Ages 9-16)
CRN 26213	 SEC 51	 Jul 20-24	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

CRN 26214	 SEC 52	 Jul 27-31	 M-F 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Calling all young food lovers, it’s time to travel 
the world through food! This handson cooking 
camp takes kids on a delicious journey across 
global cuisines, exploring flavors, techniques, and 
ingredients that make each culture unique. 
They will dive into fun daily themes like diner 
classics, Mexican favorites, Mediterranean feasts, 
Filipino street bites, and Southern comfort food, 
all while building confidence one tasty dish at a 
time. Throughout the week, young chefs will 
practice kitchen safety, learn proper knife skills, 
and discover how to balance flavors using herbs, 
spices, and sauces from around the world. They’ll 
also work together on team cooking challenges 
that inspire creativity, problemsolving, and 
presentation skills. The menu for the week will be 
as follows:  

•	 Monday (Diner Classic) Fried Chicken Sliders, 
Sweet Potato Fries, House pickles, Banana 
Cream Pudding Shooters 

•	 Tuesday (Mexican) Steak and Cheese 
Quesadilla with street corn 	salad, pico de 
gallo and sour cream (Cilantro rice as a group) 

•	 Wednesday (Mediterranean) Beef kofta, 
fattoush salad, tzatziki and pita 

•	 Thursday (Filipino Bowl) Chicken skewers, 
with white rice, topped with fried shallots, 
pickled carrots, scallions, cucumber 

•	 Friday (Southern Vibes) Baked Mac and 
Cheese, Pulled Pork, Slaw and Cornbread 

Please alert us to any food allergies upon 
registration & bring a food safe container each 
day for leftovers to go home. Dropoff no earlier 	
than 8.45am & pickup no later than 3.15pm, both 
signed for by parents or guardians only. No Uber, 
Lyft or Taxis. 
Permitted 	Fee: $425.00

To sign up online or 
for complete course 
descriptions: www.hcc.edu/bcs

Summer 2026
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Register here for online programs: 
blackrocket.com/online/hol

Help nurture your child's 
curiosity and creativity.

Check out BlackRocket online programming for youth aged 8 to 14.
Note: Classes take place online, Monday through Friday. 

JU
N

E

 
JUNE 8-12, 2026	 TIME	 AGES 
 
Minecraft Modders···························································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· Ages 11-14
Python Programmers························································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11	
Python Programmers························································ 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· Ages 11-14
Roblox Makers···································································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
Roblox Makers··································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· Ages 8-11	
Video Game Animation····················································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· Ages 8-11	

JUNE 15-19, 2026	  TIME	 AGES

App Attack: Cloud Game Creators··································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
App Attack: Cloud Game Creators·································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· Ages 8-11
Code Breakers···································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· Ages 11-14
Minecraft Designers··························································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
Minecraft Designers·························································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· Ages 11-14
Roblox Coders···································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· Ages 8-11

JUNE 22-26, 2026	 TIME	 AGES

3D Game Design with Unity·············································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
3D Game Design with Unity············································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· Ages 8-11
A.I. Designers and Developers··········································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
A.I. Designers and Developers·········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Make Your First Video Game!··········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Make Your First Video Game!···········································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 8-11
Minecraft Redstone Engineers·········································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
Minecraft Redstone Engineers········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
YouTube Content Creators················································ 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
YouTube Content Creators················································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 11-14
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JUNE 29-JULY 3, 2026	 TIME	 AGES

Minecraft Modders····························································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
Minecraft Modders···························································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Python Programmers························································ 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Python Programmers························································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 11-14
Roblox Makers··································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Roblox Makers···································································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 8-11
Video Game Animation·····················································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
Video Game Animation····················································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14

JULY 6-10, 2026	 TIME	 AGES

A.I. Designers and Developers··········································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
A.I. Designers and Developers·········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Make Your First Video Game!··········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Make Your First Video Game!···········································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 11-14
Minecraft Redstone Engineers·········································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
Minecraft Redstone Engineers········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
YouTube Content Creators················································ 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
YouTube Content Creators················································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 8-11
Young Investors and Entrepreneurs································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14

JULY 13-17, 2026	 TIME	 AGES

App Attack: Cloud Game Creators··································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
App Attack: Cloud Game Creators·································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Beats and Jams: Digital Music Creators···························9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
Beats and Jams: Digital Music Creators··························· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Code Breakers···································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Code Breakers····································································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 11-14
Minecraft Designers··························································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
Minecraft Designers·························································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Roblox Coders···································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Roblox Coders····································································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 8-11
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JULY 20-24, 2026	 TIME	 AGES
 
3D Game Design with Unity·············································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
3D Game Design with Unity············································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Minecraft Modders···························································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Minecraft Modders····························································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 11-14
Python Programmers························································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
Python Programmers························································ 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Roblox Makers···································································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
Roblox Makers··································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Video Game Animation····················································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Video Game Animation·····················································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 8-11

JULY 27-31, 2026	 TIME	 AGES

A.I. Designers and Developers·········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
A.I. Designers and Developers··········································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 8-11
Make Your First Video Game!···········································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
Make Your First Video Game!··········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Minecraft Redstone Engineers········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Minecraft Redstone Engineers·········································4:30 – 7 p.m. ······························································ 	Ages 11-14
YouTube Content Creators················································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
YouTube Content Creators················································ 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14

AUGUST 3-7, 2026	 TIME	 AGES

App Attack: Cloud Game Creators·································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Code Breakers····································································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
Code Breakers···································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Minecraft Designers·························································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Roblox Coders····································································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
Roblox Coders···································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14

Help nurture your child's 
curiosity and creativity.

BLACKROCKET SUMMER 2026 

Register here for online programs: 
blackrocket.com/online/hol
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AUGUST 10-14, 2026	 TIME	 AGES

Minecraft Modders····························································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
Minecraft Modders···························································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Python Programmers························································ 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Roblox Makers··································································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Video Game Animation·····················································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
Video Game Animation····················································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11

AUGUST 17-21, 2026	 TIME	 AGES

A.I. Designers and Developers·········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11
Make Your First Video Game!···········································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 8-11
Make Your First Video Game!··········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
Minecraft Redstone Engineers········································· 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 11-14
YouTube Content Creators················································9:30 a.m. - Noon························································· Ages 11-14
YouTube Content Creators················································ 1 - 3:30 p.m.································································· 	Ages 8-11

Check out BlackRocket online programming for youth aged 8 to 14.
Note: Classes take place online, Monday through Friday.

BLACKROCKET SUMMER 2026
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Online Certificate Training Courses

Accounts Payable Manager 
Certification (Exam Cost 
Included)
This course will prepare you for the Institute 
of Finance & Management’s (IOFM) Accounts 
Payable Manager (APM) certification, the 
gold standard within the financial operations 
industry. You will gain key AP skills, including 
leadership, internal controls and oversight, 
and process improvement. With the world of 
financial operations evolving at the speed of 
technology, certified APMs are in demand. 
In fact, more than 25,000 of your peers 
have advanced their careers with IOFM 
certification. Whether you’re new to AP or 
have been in AP for years, this Accounts 
Payable Manager course is designed for you. 
3 Months / 30 Course Hrs
$1399.00

Accounts Receivable Manager 
Certification (Exam Cost 
Included)
Staffing trends and continued organizational 
demand will continue to drive the need 
for highly trained accounts receivable 
professionals. Cash management is a top 
concern for financial operations teams and 
their CFOs, who are worried about whether 
enough money is arriving to meet the needs 
of the business, customers’ experience 
dealing with the company, protecting the 
company’s cash from fraud, and the cost 
of performing these processes. Accounts 
receivable is a key strategic role player in 
managing the organization’s cash flow, from 
setting customers’ credit terms to collecting 
payments.
3 Months / 35 Course Hrs
$1399.00

ACSM Personal Training
This online instructor-led course prepares you 
for the American College of Sports Medicine 
(ACSM) Certified Personal Trainer (CPT) 
certification exam. Additional supplemental 
documents are provided complimentary 
to you for use in preparing for the ACSM-
CPT exam. The course was developed under 
the guidance of outstanding faculty drawn 
from colleges/universities, the allied health/
medical field, and the personal fitness training 
profession. The course includes presentations 
and outlines, specialized exam preparation 
materials, and 145+ practice test questions. 
ACSM-CPTs work with healthy individuals and 
those with health challenges who can exercise 
independently to enhance their quality of 

life, improve health-related physical fitness 
and performance, manage health risks, and 
promote lasting, healthy behavior changes. 
6 Months / 150 Course Hrs 
$1595.00

Adobe Certified Professional 
in Visual Design (Vouchers 
Included)
In the fast-paced world of visual design, 
mastering Adobe software is a necessity. 
Our Adobe Certified Professional in Visual 
Design course focuses on equipping you with 
comprehensive training in three key tools: 
Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign. For 
those interested in certification, the course 
also prepares you for the relevant Adobe 
certification exams. This graphic design 
course employs a multi-faceted learning 
approach, including short explanations and 
demonstrations, hands-on exercises, video 
reviews, and quizzes. Each module is designed 
to offer you a comprehensive understanding 
of the software, covering both foundational 
elements and the nuanced specifics that could 
appear on the certification exams. By the end 
of this online visual design certification course, 
you will be proficient in Photoshop, Illustrator, 
and InDesign—with a portfolio to back it up. 
Equip yourself with the tools and experience 
to excel in the visual design industry with our 
Adobe Certified Professional in Visual Design 
course. 
6 Months / 180 Course Hrs
$1895.00

AutoCAD Basics
This AutoCAD Basics course will introduce 
you to the fundamentals of using AutoCAD 
for Computer-Aided Design (CAD). You will 
start at the very beginning—creating drafting 
symbols, kitchen and bath fixtures, a floor 
plan, and bringing everything together on a 
deliverable printed sheet. You will also create 
an abbreviated set of construction documents, 
such as a floor plan, roof plan, structural 
foundation plan, electrical plan, and building 
elevations. During this online AutoCAD 
course, you will learn about paper/model 
space and create deliverable sheet files. If you 
need to get an introduction to AutoCAD, this 
AutoCAD course for beginners will get you up 
–and running. This class is hands-on, real-world 
applicable, and includes optional projects.  
3 Months / 60 Course Hrs 
$1723.00

Certificate in Healthcare  
and Eldercare
This course provides you with the skills needed 
to become a practicing mediator specializing 
in healthcare or eldercare disputes. It 
provides training in the INACCORD conflict 
resolution model, and offers you the chance 
to practice your skills through simulated 
roleplaying exercises. Additional specialized 
training will cover healthcare and eldercare 
topics including bioethics, family-provider 
disputes, elder abuse, and common billing 
and insurance conflicts. Upon successful 
completion, Mediators Without Borders will 
award you individual professional certificates 
in Mediation, Applied Mediation Practice, 
Healthcare and Eldercare Mediation, and 
Professional Healthcare and Eldercare 
Mediation. A final exam is optional upon 
completion of the course. 
6 Months / 240 Course Hrs
$3999.00

Certified AWS Developer 
(Voucher Included)
In this online training course, you will learn 
how to use the AWS SDK to develop secure 
and scalable cloud applications. You will also 
explore how to interact with AWS using code 
and discuss key concepts, best practices, and 
troubleshooting tips. This course can be used 
to prepare for the AWS Certified Developer – 
Associate exam. This course offers enrollment 
with a voucher. The voucher is prepaid access 
to sit for the certifying exam upon eligibility.
3 Months / 40 Course Hrs
$2195.00

Holyoke Community College offers a wide range of highly interactive courses that you 
can take entirely on-line. All of our courses include expert instructors, many of whom 
are nationally known authors. Our courses are affordable, fun, fast, convenient, and 
geared just for you.  Just scan the QR code to browse & register!

careertraining.hcc.edu
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Certified Information Systems 
Security Professional (CISSP)
The course delves into everything you need to 
master to pass the CISSP certification exam, 
including security governance principles, risk 
management concepts, asset security, security 
architecture and engineering, communication 
and network security, identity and access 
management, security assessment and testing, 
security operations, and software development 
security. Completing your CISSP training 
online and earning your CISSP certification 
is ideal for you to advance your career in 
information security and risk management 
while also validating your ability to effectively 
design, implement, and manage best-in-class 
cybersecurity operations.
6 Months / 100 Course Hrs
$2234.00

Certified Paralegal (Voucher 
Included)
Paralegals play a vital role in the legal 
profession. These qualified professionals 
take on a variety of tasks ranging from 
legal research to drafting legal documents 
in traditional law office settings and in the 
corporate, government, and public arenas. 
Formal training is a critical part of preparing 
for a career as a paralegal. The Paralegal course 
will help you gain the skills you need to enter 
the paralegal workforce. You will learn how to 
conduct legal research and legal interviews, 
how to perform legal analyses, and more. As 
you prepare for your paralegal career, you 
will also receive soft skills training to increase 
workplace effectiveness. The course concludes 
with a capstone project. You will first create 
a complete litigation file that includes: a legal 
analysis brief, an investigative report, client 

interview checklist, intake memo, complaint, 
legal research, and interoffice memorandum of 
law. Then, you will learn how to create a strong 
resume that encompasses your specialized skill 
set and showcases the impact you would make 
for your next employer. 
12 Months / 225 Course Hrs 
$3150.00

Certified Residential Interior 
Designer
Elevate your design aspirations and transform 
spaces with our Certified Residential 
Interior Designer course. Ideal for aspiring 
and experienced designers, this interior 
design class empowers you to expand your 
knowledge, advance your career prospects, 
and enhance your industry standing. 
Throughout this interior design certification 
course, you will explore the elements of 
interior design in great depth and investigate 
ways to combine these elements to meet your 
clients’ needs and preferences.
From key design elements and principles to the 
history of styles and furnishings from different 
eras to reviewing materials, finishes, color, 
and textiles, you will leave this interior design 
course with a strong fundamental overview of 
interior design essentials. Beyond your interior 
design training, you will learn how to build 
a successful design business, cultivate your 
client base, and interact with clients in various 
scenarios appropriately. This program will help 
you hone your craft through its enriching, 
practical coursework intended to help you 
fine-tune your skills and give you real-life 
scenarios to discover your personal branding 
and style. 
9 Months / 160 Course Hrs
$2695.00

Certified Social Media Manager
The Certified Social Media Manager course 
is the perfect program for those looking to 
build a career in social media management. 
Our comprehensive training covers all the 
essential skills required to develop and 
optimize successful social media campaigns, 
with a focus on small businesses. Our 
experienced instructors provide hands-on 
training in a range of topics, including social 
media strategy, analytics, content creation, 
and community management. The social media 
manager course curriculum is designed to 
equip you with the skills needed to succeed in 
this dynamic field, with a focus on practical, 
real-world applications.
9 Months / 240 Course Hrs 
$2906.00

Certified Wedding Planner
Become a skilled wedding planner and enter 
the world of creativity and organization, 
where you will help couples celebrate their 
special day. Train for a career filled with joyful 
events! In this online wedding planner course, 
you will master the fundamentals of planning, 
orchestrating, and delivering stunning 
weddings and parties. This course allows you 
to earn your professional wedding planner 
certification and will give you an opportunity 
to put your new skills to work in an optional 
internship. Lastly, it includes the opportunity 
to receive notifications on internships in your 
area to get hands-on experience. 
9 Months / 340 Course Hrs 
$1770.00

Chartered Tax Professional
A Chartered Tax Professional (CTP) is someone 
who has completed a specific series of tax 
courses in individual and small business income 
tax preparation. This nationally-recognized 
online chartered tax advisor course will help 
you to master tax preparation for individuals, 
small businesses, partnerships, and sole 
proprietorships while also helping you to 
earn your CTP professional credential. The 
Chartered Tax Professional certificate program 
provides a thorough review of individual 
income tax fundamentals before diving into 
small business income tax preparation. First, 
you will gain essential knowledge and skills 
necessary for effective tax filing and planning, 
exploring a wide range of topics, including 
the preparation of forms such as W-2, 1099, 
and Form 1040, along with critical interview 
techniques and an understanding of filing 
requirements, exemptions, dependents, and 
much more. 
18 Months / 180 Course Hrs
$2141.00
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CompTIA A+ Certification 
Training (Vouchers Included)
Our comprehensive CompTIA A+ course offers 
a thorough overview of the basic concepts 
around multiple operating systems, enabling 
you to efficiently maintain and troubleshoot 
various operating systems. The CompTIA A+ 
certification is vendor-neutral and adaptable 
to different technology platforms, providing 
a solid foundation to pursue specialized 
certifications. You will become equipped 
with the skills to effectively diagnose and 
troubleshoot common software, hardware, and 
connectivity issues. With this employer-desired 
expertise, you will be an indispensable asset in 
any organization as you ensure smooth system 
operations and handle any technical challenges 
that arise. 
6 Months / 200 Course Hrs
$2195.00

Court Interpreter (Spanish/
English)
A State Spanish Court Interpreter certification 
examination is a rigorous exam that requires 
intensive training and access to practices. 
The Court Interpreter course includes the 
finest online interpreting laboratory in the 
market. You will be able to practice numerous 
court cases as if they were in an actual court 
proceeding. The material presented in each 
lecture is immediately practiced in the online 
laboratory to make sure that you are able not 
only to memorize the transfer of a word or 
phrase, but also are able to interpret as it is 
required in a court of law. You will learn how to 
interpret in any civil deposition and any other 
legal proceeding in the criminal and in the civil 
jurisdictions. 
9 Months / 200 Course Hrs
$2635.00

Electric Vehicle Fundamentals 
(EVF) (Voucher Included)
Welcome to the Electric Vehicle Fundamentals 
(EVF) credential course! If you’re interested 
in starting a career in the rapidly growing 
field of electric vehicles (EV), this course 
may be the perfect starting point for you. 
The EVF course is designed to assess your 
comprehension of fundamental EV concepts 
and can be used to help you secure entry-
level positions in the areas of automotive 
assembly and production of electric vehicles. 
Additionally, learning about electric vehicle 
manufacturing can serve as a stepping stone 
for further training pathways in EVs, allowing 
you to build a long-term career in an industry 
with plenty of opportunities for advancement 
and good-paying jobs. Throughout this electric 
vehicle training program, you will learn about 
a wide variety of topics related to electric 
vehicles, including the introduction to EV 
production, assembly, safety, quality, electrical 
units, and battery components. These 
fundamental concepts will provide you with 
a strong foundation for any career pathway 

you may pursue in the field of EV. By course 
completion, you will be prepared to become an 
SME- Electric Vehicle Fundamentals (EVF) and 
enter a high-demand career field. 
3 Months / 75 Course Hrs
$2635.00

Microsoft Office Specialist 
(MOS) Associate Certification 
Training (Vouchers Included)
While proficiency in Microsoft Office is 
essential in most professional settings, earning 
a Microsoft Office Associate certification 
signifies that you have a deep level of skills 
needed to use the Office suite. The Microsoft 
Office Specialist (MOS) Associate Certification 
Training course will teach you how to use the 
Microsoft Office suite at an advanced level. 
You will build your expertise through hands-
on exercises, in-depth course material, and 
supplemental video demonstrations. You will 
also prepare for the certification exams for 
Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Outlook. As you 
prepare for each exam, you will test your skills 
at regular intervals with quizzes and exams. By 
course completion, you will be fully prepared 
to take the MO-200 and MO-201 (Excel), MO-
100 and MO-101 (Word), MO-300 and MO-310 
(PowerPoint), and MO-400 (Outlook) exams. 
To earn the Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) 
Associate Certification, you must successfully 
complete 3 Associate level exams of your 
choosing.
6 Months / 245 Course Hrs
$2295.00

Microsoft Excel Certification 
Training (Voucher Included)
Get the Excel training you need to achieve 
success so you can manipulate data faster and 
more efficiently in most workplace situations. 
If your organization uses lists of any kind, you 
need to know how to use Microsoft Excel. 
Earning the Microsoft Office Specialist Excel 
Expert certification sets your professional skill 
set apart from other Excel users. The course 
will prepare you for the Microsoft Office 

Specialist: Microsoft Excel Expert exam. In 
this online Excel course, you will first learn to 
create, modify, and format Excel worksheets, 
perform calculations, and print Excel 
workbooks. The course then moves on to teach 
you how to use advanced formulas, work with 
lists, work with illustrations and charts, and use 
advanced formatting techniques. You will also 
learn Excel’s advanced features, such as pivot 
tables, audit worksheets, data tools, macros, 
and collaboration methods. Upon completion 
of this course, you will be prepared for the 
Microsoft Excel Expert certification exam, 
Exam MO-201 (for Microsoft Office 2019/2021 
users), or Exam MO-211 (for Microsoft Office 
365 users.) 
6 Months / 70 Course Hrs
$745.00

Microsoft Word Certification 
Training (Voucher Included)
Successfully completing your Microsoft Word 
training and becoming certified demonstrates 
mastery of one of the most desired workplace 
software skills by employers of any industry. 
Adding this credential to your resume sets your 
professional profile apart from the casual Word 
user. It validates your skills and proficiency 
as well as demonstrates your initiative and 
dedication. This Microsoft Word course will 
prepare you for the Microsoft Office Specialist 
(MOS) Expert certification exam for Microsoft 
Word. You will learn to create, edit, format, 
and print Microsoft Word documents. You will 
then move on to learn advanced formatting, 
use Word drawing tools, create and manage 
tables, and work with column layouts. You 
will also learn more advanced techniques, 
such as working with tables of contents, 
footnotes, and endnotes, adding comments, 
tracking changes, comparing and combining 
documents, creating envelopes and labels, 
using Mail Merge, and protecting documents. 
Upon completion of this course, you will be 
prepared for the Microsoft Office Specialist 
Expert certification exam for Word. 
6 Months / 70 Course Hrs
$745.00
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Microsoft PowerPoint 
Certification Training (Voucher 
Included)
Being a MOS Certified PowerPoint user 
builds credibility with your current or future 
employers and increases your employability 
and your opportunities for career 
advancement. That is because PowerPoint 
training and certification sets a standard and 
exemplifies your ability to learn new tools and 
new tricks and to execute tasks efficiently. 
According to Microsoft, individuals with a MOS 
certification can earn 15% higher salaries than 
their non-certified peers. This course will teach 
you how to use Microsoft PowerPoint and 
prepare you for the Microsoft Office Specialist 
PowerPoint Certification exam. You will learn 
to create and modify basic presentations using 
PowerPoint. You will explore the PowerPoint 
environment, create a presentation, format 
text on slides to enhance clarity, and add 
graphical objects to a presentation and modify 
them. Upon completion of this course, you 
will be fully prepared for the Microsoft Office 
Specialist PowerPoint Certification exam. 
6 Months / 60 Course Hrs
$795.00

Microsoft Outlook Certification 
Training (Voucher Included)
Across industries, Microsoft Outlook is 
one of the most widely used desktop email 
clients. Businesses of all sizes rely on Outlook 
to communicate internally and externally, 
schedule meetings and manage contacts. If 
you use Outlook, becoming a Microsoft Office 
Specialist (MOS) in Outlook is an important 
step in your career. Upon completion of 
this course, you will be fully prepared to sit 
for and pass the Microsoft Office Specialist 
Outlook Certification exam. This course 
offers enrollment with or without a voucher. 
The voucher is prepaid access to sit for the 
certifying exam upon eligibility. Proctor fees 
may apply, which are not included. 
6 Months / 45 Course Hrs
$745.00

Payroll Manager
Payroll is one of the fastest changing career 
fields in the business world today. This 
course will prepare you for a career as a 
payroll manager and equip you with MBA-
level business management skills. By course 
completion, you will understand key areas 
of payroll and be prepared to sit for the 
PayrollOrg’s Fundamental Payroll Certification 
(FPC) exam. Payroll laws are complex, so 
businesses rely on skilled payroll teams and 
competent leaders to navigate these laws. The 
Management Training aspect of this course 
will help you gain key managerial skills to lead 
and manage other employees. You will build a 
foundation in common managerial techniques, 
understand employment laws and define your 
management style. 
12 Months / 460 Course Hrs
$3802.00

Solar Energy Training
The solar industry is experiencing exponential 
growth, and recent federal legislation, 
such as the Inflation Reduction Act and the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, 
is driving even greater demand for solar 
energy. Our online solar energy course is 
designed to provide comprehensive training 
in this booming field, covering key concepts 
that will equip you with the knowledge and 
skills needed to excel. In this solar training 
course, you will discover the factors driving 
this industry’s growth and demand, including 
government policies, environmental concerns, 
and the decreasing cost of solar panels. 
Understanding these solar industry drivers will 
help you shape the future of solar energy and 
stay ahead in this evolving field. You will learn 
about the advantages and disadvantages of 
solar photovoltaics (PV) and gain insights into 
the positive environmental impact, energy 
independence, and cost savings associated 
with solar PV systems. You will also explore 
the challenges and considerations involved 
in their installation and operation. Diving 
into the essential components of a solar PV 
system, such as solar panels, inverters, charge 
controllers, and batteries, you will understand 
how they work together to capture, convert, 
and store solar energy—ensuring optimal 
performance and efficiency. The basics of 
electricity and safety protocols will also be 
covered in this solar energy training course. 
Learn about electrical concepts like voltage, 
current, and power and how they relate to 
solar PV systems to create a secure work 
environment, so you can mitigate potential 
hazards on the job site. 
3 Months / 40 Course Hrs
$1195.00

Solar Panel Installer Training
The Inflation Reduction Act has allocated 
$370 billion towards supporting clean energy 
and climate action, including installing solar 
panels. In the first quarter of 2023, 54% 
of all new electricity-generating capacity 
additions were photovoltaic solar (PV) 
projects. With the industry’s upward trends 
and the increased demand, the solar market is 
expected to triple in size by 2028. This solar 
panel installer training course is designed to 
provide students with in-depth knowledge and 
hands-on training to become proficient in the 
installation and design of PV systems. Within 
the comprehensive curriculum of this solar 
installation course, you will cover various solar 
PV installation and system design aspects, 
including the step-by-step process of installing 
solar panels and how to ensure proper 
placement for optimal energy production. You 
will also cover the installation and integration 
of essential balance-of-system components, 
including inverters, charge controllers, and 
battery banks. A thorough understanding 
of both grid-tied and off-grid systems will 
enable you to confidently design and install 
solar PV systems that meet specific needs and 

requirements. Throughout the course, you 
can access interactive modules, instructional 
videos, and real-world solar installation training 
case studies to enhance your understanding 
of the concepts and principles. By the end 
of the solar installation course, you will have 
acquired the necessary skills and knowledge 
to install solar panels and design efficient solar 
PV systems. You will be well-versed in industry 
best practices, safety protocols, and relevant 
codes and standards and pursue careers 
as solar PV installers, system designers, or 
technicians.
    Upon completion, you will receive a 
certificate of completion. Although Everblue’s 
certification differs from the North American 
Board of Certified Energy Practitioners® 
(NABCEP®), it meets the education 
requirement set by NABCEP. 
3 Months / 40 Course Hrs
$1395.00

Solar Design Training
With the solar market expected to triple by 
2028, the demand for professionals with 
expertise in solar photovoltaic (PV) design is 
skyrocketing. This Solar Design Training course 
focuses on practical skills essential to the 
job, so that you can excel within a career in 
solar system design. With a customer-centric 
approach, you will learn to tailor your designs 
to meet specific customer needs, considering 
their energy requirements, preferences, and 
unique project requirements. You will also 
gain expertise in defining project criteria 
and documentation by learning to establish 
clear criteria for system capacity, location, 
budget, and timeline and create detailed 
documentation outlining project specifications 
and objectives. Throughout this solar design 
course, you will delve into mechanical and 
electrical design principles and learn how to 
select appropriate equipment, such as solar 
panels, inverters, mounting structures, and 
wiring. With a focus on understanding how 
to optimize energy production and system 
reliability, you will discover custom system 
layouts, shading analysis, and equipment 
compatibility. From start to finish, this solar PV 
design course provides you with the necessary 
knowledge to comply with local building 
codes, utility regulations, and interconnection 
requirements—so you can prepare and submit 
all required documentation. Furthermore, you 
will be able to future proof your solar system 
designs by implementing monitoring systems 
for real-time tracking and analysis of system 
performance for proactive maintenance and 
optimization. 
3 Months / 20 Course Hrs
$1295.00

Summer 2026



16 Business and Community Services  413.552.2500  |  Personal Enrichment 413.552.2123

Online  
PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT

Designed by renowned educators - VESI online, interactive 
courses are convenient, superior quality courses packed 
with practical applications for the classroom. Earn 
Massachusetts PDPs in these accredited, selfpaced and 
user-friendly programs. You'll have telephone access with 
instructors during "office hours" and email access with a 
guaranteed 24hour response time. Once HCC receives 
your registration, we will communicate your registration to 
VESi. Courses are offered in both undergraduate (UPDL) 
and graduate (GPDL) professional development levels.

For information:  
Call 413.552.2320 or go to:
 

virtualeduc.com/holyoke

hcc.edu/bcs

for K-12 Educators

Undergraduate PDPs:  	 30  	 Fee: $235
Graduate PDPs:  	 40  	 Fee: $295

Undergraduate PDPs:  	 45  	 Fee: $265
Graduate PDPs:  	 55  	 Fee: $314

COURSE/CATEGORY 		  UGRAD	 GRAD
				    PDPs	 PDPs 

Classroom Management
Advanced Classroom Management  	 30  	 40
Behavior is Language  	 45  	 55
Building School Committees 	 30 	 40
Building School Communities 	 30 	 40
Educational Assessment  	 30  	 40
Teaching Diversity  	 30  	 40

Common Core
Reading and Writing in Content Area  	 30  	 40
Reading Fundamentals #1  	 30  	 40
Reading Fundamentals #2  	 30  	 40
Reading Fundamentals #3  	 45  	 55
Understanding and Implementing  	 45  	 55

Common Core Standards
Teaching Elementary Math  	 30  	 40
Six Traits of Writing  	 30  	 40
Secondary Math  	 45  	 55

Differentiated Instruction
Why DI?  	 45  	 55
Try DI!  	 45  	 55

COURSE/CATEGORY 		  UGRAD	 GRAD
				    PDPs	 PDPs

Early Childhood
Infant and Toddler Mental Health  	 30  	 40
Language Acquisition for ESL 	 45 	 55
Methods and Materials for ESL 	 45 	 55

Exceptional Education
Response to Intervention 	  45  	 55
Attention Deficit Disorder  	 30  	 40
Autism Spectrum Disorder  	 30  	 40
Learning Disabilities  	 45  	 55
Inclusion  	 30  	 40
Talented and Gifted  	 30  	 40
Social and Emotional Learning 	 45 	 55
Supporting At-Risk Young Learners  
and Their Families 	 45 	 55

Violence, Bullying and Aggression
Understanding Aggression  	 45  	 55
Violence in Schools  	 30  	 40
Child Abuse  	 30  	 40
Drugs and Alcohol in Schools  	 30  	 40
Harassment, Bullying and  	 30  	 40
Cyber-Intimidation in Schools
Traumatized Child  	 30  	 40

For detailed course descriptions or to sign up online, go to hcc.edu/bcs
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VESI Education Courses

VESI Education 
(PreSchool, K12)
EDUC 001  
Advanced Classroom 
Management
Focuses on cognitive and cognitivebehavioral 
interventions with emphasis on teaching students 
how to change and manage their own behavior. 
Knowledge and understanding of traditional 
behavioral concepts and strategies is required. 
Strongly recommended that participants have 
completed an introductory behavior management 
course prior to taking this course. 

EDUC 002 
Attention Deficit Disorder
Achieve a better understanding of ADD and 
intervention strategies to facilitate positive 
student change. Covers the history of the 
disorder, accepted methods to assess and identify 
students with the disorder, and various methods, 
medications, and strategies that are currently 
used to treat it. For situations in which services 
beyond what can be provided in the classroom 
are required, the referral process for getting 
help for the student will be addressed. Reference 
materials include a list of resources for both 
teachers and parents. 

EDUC 003 
Autism Spectrum Disorder:
Information & Effective 
Intervention Strategies
This interactive computer-based instruction 
course is designed to help you achieve a 
better understanding of Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, of intervention strategies to enhance 
communication and learning, and of methods for 
teaching more conventional behaviors. Autism 
Spectrum Disorder provides information about 
the characteristics of the disorder, learning styles 
associated with the disorder, communication 
weaknesses, and various intervention strategies 
that have proven to be successful when working 
with autistic students. The course helps you 
comprehend why individuals with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder act the way they do and 
what you can do to enhance more appropriate 
behavior. This course also lists resources for 
educators, related service personnel, and parents 
who would like more help or information on 
autism. 

EDUC 004 
Behavior is Language
Learn behavioral techniques and intervention 
strategies that remediate disruptive behaviors, 
reduce power struggles, increase classroom 
control, and reduce your workloads and burnout. 
Helps you, as well as students, find creative, 
effective solutions to behavioral problems. 

EDUC 005 
Child Abuse
Encompasses the identification of physical, 
emotional, sexual, and substance abuse; the 
impact of abuse on the behavior 
and learning abilities of students; the 
responsibilities of a teacher to report or provide 
assistance to victims of abuse; and 
methods for teaching students about abuse and 
its prevention. Discusses family dynamics and 
working with parents and community agencies. 
Emphasis is on understanding the special learning 
needs of the abused or neglected child, and how 
to meet those needs in the classroom.

EDUC 006 
Drugs & Alcohol in Schools
Presents a contextual framework for 
understanding what students may be experiencing 
through their own substance use or the impact 
of substance use around them. Includes a 
historical perspective along with descriptions of 
the complex biological, psychological, and social 
factors that comprise the disease of addiction. 

EDUC 007 
Educational Assessment
This course is designed to further develop the 
conceptual and technical skills required by 
teachers to help them identify their educational 
goals and implement meaningful instructional 
strategies for effective learning by students 
with special needs. The focus of the course is 
on assessment for instructional programming 
and will outline procedures for designing or 
selecting, administering, and interpreting a 
variety of informal assessment measures typically 
used in schools. The presentation of assessment 
information in an acceptable format to parents 
and teachers is also addressed. 

EDUC 008 
Harassment & Bullying
Discusses definitions and the personal, social, 
and legal ramifications associated with sexual 
harassment, bullying, and cyberintimidation, 
explore preventative strategies as well as how 
school staff can address these issues when 
they occur. A clear understanding of what 
constitutes harassment and the harmful effects of 
harassment on people and institutions is 
essential to providing a safe and inclusive school 
environment for all. 

EDUC 009 
Working with Students with 
Special Needs in Classrooms 
This course is designed to help special and 
general educators gain a better understanding 
of inclusion, one of the current educational 
reform movements that advocates educating 
students with disabilities in the general education 
classrooms. Upon course completion, the learner 

will be able to define key concepts and terms, 
identify and describe federal legislature and 
court cases, and list and describe the federal 
definition of students entitled to special services. 
This course will also discuss the roles and 
responsibilities of educators in providing special 
services to students educated in inclusive 
classrooms. 

EDUC 010 
Infant & Toddler Health
Understand and identify your role as a child 
care provider, educator, and early childhood 
professional. Includes researchbased information 
on child development, attachment, temperament, 
and curriculum, and resources for teachers and 
parents who would like more help or  information. 

EDUC 012 
Reading Fundamentals 1
The first in a threecourse series on effective 
reading instruction, this course provides 
background on Reading First as it applies to No 
Child Left Behind federal legislation. Discusses 
scientifically based research as it applies to 
phonetically based instruction, assessment, and 
evaluation; explores myths and misconceptions 
concerning reading instruction and remediation; 
and presents an evaluation checklist to assess the 
effectiveness of your current reading program. 

EDUC 013 
Reading Fundamentals 2
Designed to lay the foundation for effective 
reading instruction, this course will teach you 
about the elements of effective instruction and 
the importance of reading instruction. Note: It 
is recommended that the Reading Fundamentals 
courses be taken sequentially; however, it is not 
mandatory that all three courses be taken. 

EDUC 014 
Reading Fundamentals 3
This course will focus on learning to read, 
reading to learn, and an introduction to reading 
assessment. As part of these key areas of reading 
instruction, the five elements of effective 
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VESI Education Courses
reading instruction will be highlighted, including 
definitions, implications for instruction, and 
future directions. Note: It is recommended that 
the Reading Fundamentals courses be taken 
sequentially; however, it is not mandatory that all 
three courses be taken. 

EDUC 015 
Talented & Gifted
Includes identification, referral, assessment, 
and major program models and methods of 
differentiating instruction to meet the rate and 
level of learning of those students in the regular 
classroom. Also includes current law, the history 
of the exceptional in education, and resources 
for teachers and parents who would like more 
information about the talented and gifted. 

EDUC 016 
Teaching Diversity
Understand how learning is influenced by 
individual experiences, talents, disabilities, gender, 
language, culture, family, and community values, 
and identify differences in approaches to learning 
and performance, including diverse learning styles 
and ways in which students demonstrate learning. 

EDUC 017 
Traumatized Child
Identify and effectively teach students affected 
by stress, trauma, and/or violence. Discusses the 
factors that exist in families and communities 
where stress and violence are common. Emphasis 
on understanding and meeting the special 
learning needs of the student in the regular 
classroom, and working with parents and 
community agencies. 

EDUC 018 
Understanding Aggression
Addresses to the hate, fights, anger, crimes 
committed and the victims in our schools and 
society, considers the many forms of aggression, 
both criminal and otherwise, its costs and 
motivation, its perpetrators and targets, its likely 
and unlikely locations, its impact on our schools 
and children; and, most especially, its several 
causes and promising solutions. 

EDUC 019 
Violence in Schools
Provides a foundational understanding of violence 
and the motivational purposes behind aggression, 
and investigates the impact of the media, 
community, and family. You’ll receive information 
on national resources for parents and teachers. 

 
EDUC 020 
Teaching Elementary Math 
Conceptually: A New Paradigm 
This course is designed to expand your 
methodology for teaching Mathematics. The 
course will explore an innovative teaching model 
that incorporates strategies for teaching concepts 
constructively and contextually. The goal is 
for you to gain a deeper understanding of the 
underlying concepts of various math topics and to 
explore the principles of teaching those concepts 
to learners. This course will focus on the topics of 
number sense, basic operations, and fractions. 

EDUC 022 
Differentiated Instruction
Designed to give you an understanding of the 
framework of and need for creating supportive 
learning environments for diverse learning 
populations. In this course you will learn what 
is meant by Differentiated Instruction (DI) and 
the common myths associated with creating 
the differentiated classroom. We will discuss the 
legal, theoretical, and pedagogical foundations in 
the field of education that support the utilization 
of differentiated instructional practices and 
principles. We will reflect on best practices and 
national trends in the design of the educational 
setting to meet the needs of a diverse learning 
population. 

EDUC 024 
Reading & Writing Content
Reading & Writing in Content Area offers 
instruction in teaching reading and writing in 
various subject matter fields at the secondary 
level. The material stresses the skills of vocabulary 
building, comprehension, and writing, as well 
as methods for motivating adolescents to read 
and write. The course also provides information 
on recognizing reading difficulties, assessing 
textbooks, and the integration of reading 
strategies within a content area. The strategies 
taught are aligned with the Praxis Reading Across 
the Curriculum test guide and the Reading in the 
Content Area national standards. 

EDUC 025 
Try D.I.
Try DI! is designed to provide you an opportunity 
to learn about an instructional framework, 
Differentiated Instruction (DI), aimed at creating 
supportive learning environments for diverse 
learning populations. Students will be presented a 
method for selfassessment of the extent to which 
their current instructional approach reflects the 
perspective, principles, and practices of the DI 
approach. The course reflects an approach that 
aligns the principles of DI with the practices of 
DI. The concept of a “theory of action” will also 
be provided within a DI context. The course has 
also been designed to introduce students to a 
range of strategies associated with a DI approach. 
Strategies included in this course have been 
selected on the basis that they are effective in the 
widest possible range of educational K12 settings. 

EDUC 026 
Implementing Core Standards
This course, Understanding & Implementing 
Common Core Standards, has been divided into 
four chapters. The organization of the course 
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covers the rationale for and design of the 
Common Core State Standards, the “Common 
Core Mindset” practitioners need for successful 
implementation, and what specific actions can be 
taken for deeper implementation across settings. 

EDUC 031 
Response To Intervention
RTI is a process schools can and should use to 
help students who are struggling with academics 
or behavior. Even though RTI is primarily linked 
to special education and the early identification 
of learning problems, RTI is not just for students 
in special education. RTI is for all students and 
is based on the premise that a student might be 
struggling due to instruction or the curriculum 
in the past, or in the current classroom. Every 
teacher will have students who are struggling 
and whether it’s short term or long term, RTI is a 
valuable tool. 

EDUC 034 
Six Traits
This course will discuss why writing is important 
and why teachers should include writing as often 
as possible in all content areas. The course will 
also include practical applications for assessing 
and teaching writing, including teaching students 
how to selfassess their own writing. The first 
chapter of this course will discuss why teaching 
writing is important and give you an introduction 
to the Six Traits of Writing Model. Through 
chapters 2, 3, and 4 we will discuss the elements 
of the Six Traits of Writing Model. Throughout 
those elements we will look at practical ways to 
use this model in your classroom. 

EDUC 035 
Secondary Math
This course will explore an instructional 
methodology that incorporates strategies 
for teaching concepts, constructively, and 
contextually. The goal is for you to gain a deeper 
understanding of the underlying concepts of 
various math topics and explore the principles of 
teaching those concepts to learners. The course 
will also explore teaching methodologies that 
support many federal and state standards. This 
course will focus on the topics of integers, 
fractions, factoring, and functions. 

EDUC 037 
Language Acquisition for ESL
Language Acquisition was written to help 
teachers understand concepts and terms related 
to educating students whose first language is 
not English. This course discusses developmental 
theories and how they apply to English language 
learners. The focus of this course is on the 
process of second language acquisition and 
the role of the classroom teacher. Included 
in this course is information about the legal 
obligations of schools and teachers to provide 
services and about the types of programs 
schools might provide. Included is information on 
communicating with parents/guardians 

EDUC 038 
Methods & Materials for ESL
Methods & Materials was written to help 
teachers understand concepts and terms 
related to educating students whose first 
language is not English. This course discusses 
how to apply instructional methods in creating 
lessons; how to create a motivating and caring 
learning environment; how to integrate teaching 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills;  
how to differentiate instruction for English 
language learners; and how to identify culturally 
appropriate curriculum and instructional 
resources. 

EDUC 039 
Building School Communities
This course helps teachers build genuine bonds 
between themselves and their students and 
between students and their classmates, to 
create “kindred classhomes” with a foundation 
of acceptance, respect, and shared purpose. For 
many of our students, our classrooms may be a 
safe, nurturing refuge…the eye of the hurricane 
they experience as life. This course will help you 
develop strategies, rituals, and environmental 
design skills to create these safe havens of 
learning: kindred classhomes where students 
and teachers work together in synergistic ways 
that benefit all members of the school family. 
Students will learn how to differentiate for 
classroom management and discipline similarly 
to differentiating for students’ diverse academic 
needs. One size does not fit all, but all sizes can 
fit together. 

EDUC 040 
Supporting At-Risk Young 
Learners
This course is designed to help Early Childhood 
Educators gain strategies to reach and teach 
young children who are at risk of not meeting 
their potential. Participants will learn the internal 
and external factors that place a child at risk, how 

heredity and environment affect a child’s 
development, the characteristics of various risk 
factors, and interventions for each risk factor. A 
major emphasis will be on the family’s influence 
on the child’s development and how Early 
Childhood Educators can work with families 
to support their child’s growth in all areas of 
development. 

EDUC 041 
Social & Emotional Learning: 
Optimizing Learning 
Environments with Life Skills
Socialemotional learning (SEL) comprises life 
skills that are foundational to motivation in the 
classroom and classroom management. Students 
who have strong social and emotional skill sets 
will be more successful in the classroom and in 
life. In this course, students will first examine 
what SEL is, including the research foundational 
to SEL. Then students will examine the five SEL 
competencies—selfawareness, selfmanagement, 
social awareness, relationship skills, and 
responsible decisionmaking—and how each of 
these can be developed first in the classrooms 
and then in the schools to optimize learning 
environments. While examining the five SEL 
competencies, students will also investigate 
how these skill  sets can affect families and 
communities. 

EDUC 042 
Educational Technology: 
Effective Use of Technology in 
Classroom 
The course, Educational Technology, has been 
divided into four chapters. The first two chapters, 
Introduction to Educational Technology and 
Digital Literacy, provide foundational concepts 
that must be considered to effectively integrate 
technology into your classroom.
  

VESI Education Courses
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Start your tech career with 
Upright technology bootcamps.

Business and Community Services  413.552.2500 | Personal Enrichment 413.552.2123

Upright, a workforce training company, offers online 
job-ready training in high-tech fields, including 
software development and design. Learn more: 
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hcc.edu

HCC Culinary Arts Building
164 Race St., Holyoke, MA

Begin your culinary 
career today! 

Enroll now.
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Thank you for again voting HCC 

Best Two-year College 
in our region.

START HERE FOR FREE AND GO ANYWHERE.

Free grant-funded, pre-occupational healthcare  
training beginning this summer and going through fall.
Seating is limited. Call 413.552.2500 or email  
workforce@hcc.edu for information.
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Tech Foundry, in partnership with Holyoke Community College, has opened the 
new Tech Hub at the HCC Picknelly Adult and Family Education Center, located 
at 206 Maple Street, Holyoke.
 

TECH HUB OFFERS: 
•	 free services and classes
•	 digital skills training workshops
•	 walk-in IT support and troubleshooting
•	 Internet connectivity consultations
•	 computer distribution (free in limited quantities)

 
Tech Hub is a program of the Springfield-based nonprofit Tech Foundry, the 
regional leader in IT workforce development and training. Tech Hub was started 
in 2023 as part of a state-wide initiative of the Western Massachusetts Alliance 
for Digital Equity.
 
Tech Hub will be open noon to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 
with classes held from noon to 1 p.m. and 5-6 p.m. 

Visit techhubmass.net to learn more, sign up for 
classes, and access Tech Hub help-desk support.

Tech Hub Provides Free 
Digital Skills and Technology 
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We strongly encourage 

you to use a credit/debit 

card for your transactions, 

registrations by mail may 

be delayed.

8:30am-3:30pm

-K211



Register Now at hcc.edu/bcs 
Questions? 413.552.2500 HCC uses multiple mailing 

lists. If you receive  a duplicate, 
please share it with a friend.
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